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PANA Previews 9-11 July 26th OAL Summit 


{BU307102790 Dakar PANA in Enelish 1820 GMT 
2 Jul W 


Perspective” by Peter Masembu] 


[Text] Dakar, 2 July (PANA}—The 26th summit of the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) to held from 9 to 11 
July, will be the first in the decade of the 1990s. It will take 
place amid serious and urgent challenges to the world’s least 
developed countries. It will be an occasion for African 
leaders to take stock of the achievements of the now 27-year 
old continental body and charg strategies for the effective 
take-off of the economic liberation struggle. 


With Namubia’s independence on 21 March 1990. the 
focus of future summits of the OAU is bound to be on 
economic latters, although the present one is also 
expected to concentrate on the unfinished task of eradi- 
cating apartheid in South Africa. Namubia’s indepen- 
dence and the release of Nelson Mandela, now the 
deputy president of the African National Congress 
(ANC) of South Africa, are ample reason for African 
leaders to pat each others back, as they welcome Dr. Sam 
Nujoma into Africa Hall. in his new capacity as 
Namubia’s first head of state. 


The fact that African countries managed, tn spite of their 
poverty, to sustain the liberation efforts of Namiubians 
and those of Mozambique, Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea- 
Bissau and Zimbabwe as well as the on-going struggle of 
South Africans, should serve as an inspiration for the 
leaders to launch the hitherto neglected struggle for 
economic integration. 


The summit takes place at a time when central political 
problems are threatening some OAU member States and 
undermining the whole nation of African unity and 
solidarity, a vital pre-condition for the coming battle for 
continental economic integration. The Senegal- 
Mauritania conflict, for which the OAU set up a six- 
nation ad-hoc committee last year, still begs for a durable 
solution. In May 1990. Senegalese troops engaged in 
shooting incident with those of Guinea-Bissau along 
their common land border, the two countries also have 
an outstanding wrangle over their maritime border. In 
the same West African Region, Liberia, one of the two 
Atrican countries that took r rt in the founding of the 
United Nations (together with, Ethiopia), 1s now facing a 
bloody civil war which has created an additional refugee 
Situation on the continent. Meanwhile, the Western 
Sahara issue remains stagnant while peace ts far from 
returning to Sudan, Ethiopia as well as Somalia where 
internal strifes have been raging for a long time. 


In the most cases the OAU has remained a silent 
observer as these problems led to the death of millions of 
Atricans and frustrated observers believe the OAU 
should play a more prominent role in the search for 
solutions to these problems. However, the OA cannot 
play an effective role if 1t 1s crippled financially, as 1s the 
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case presently, under which its Secretariat is operating 
with a 30 million U.S. dollar deficit in the torm of 
contribution arrears. 


The seriousness which African icaders attach to the OAL 
will once again be gauged by their turn-out in addition 
after their heavy attencance at the La Baule Franco- 
African summitin June 1990 and last year’s Common- 
wealth summit in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia. One of the 
issue which calls for immediate attention is the imple- 
mentation of the terms of the 1980 Lagos plan of action 
for economic development in Africa. which can rightly 
be regarded as the manual of the continent's drive for 
economic integration. 


Economic integration: After what OAU secretary gen- 
eral, Salim Ahmed Salim, terms as the “lost decades” of 
the 1980s, is the only way was out for Africa after the 
disastrous results of the “go it alone” economic policies 
which have totally failed to bring coherent development 
or a solution Africa’s mounting debt burden, now esti- 
mated at 255 billion U.S. dollars. can Atrican countries 
afford to continue these blind “go it alone” policies, at 
the time when others who are better off in Europe. 
America and Asia are pooling tieir resources for better 
survival? Continuing those pol cies would be disastrous 
and Salim Ahmed Salim was right when he t'd the 
“GUARDIAN” newspaper of Nigeria. in an interview to 
mark the 27th anniversary of the OAU in May: that “in 
1980 we could afford the luxury of not taking African 
unity and integration seriously: We cannot attord that 
luxury today.” 


The African leaders will assemble 1n Africa Hall at a time 
when “aid fatigue” 1s catching up with many of Africa’s 
traditional donors, including France, whose president 
revealed at the La Baule summit a new ard policy under 
which it will give grants rather than loans to Airican 
countries. 


Positive as this move might appear, it no doubt reflects 
the aid fatigue of France because of the increasing 
inability of African countries to repay their debts: this 
new strategy might deprive African countries of their 
power to negotiate comprehensive aid packages 


The OAU summit ts also taking place shortly: atter the 
Western summit in Dublin, Ireland, where the former 
colonial powers not only moved closer to European 
unity, but attempted to come up with an aid package for 
the Soviet Union. It will be recal'ed that a new months 
ago, the West set up in London a bank for the recon- 
struction of Eastern European countries. as a step 
towards the age-old dream of a united Europe: The same 
Western leaders have always spurned the idea of con- 
vening an international conference on the African debt 
crisis and the double standard should make African 
leaders to be inward looking rather than being totally 
dependent on external aid. 


Luckily, the bell has started to ring in the minds of 
African leaders, especially in the now two-year Arab 
Maghreb Union (AML) where serious moves are under 
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way to integrate many sectors ranging from airlines. 
news agencies to documentation cer tres to name only a 
few. On his return from La Baule, Senegal’s president, 
Abdou Diout, rightly said that the African people were 
ready for economic integration and that ut was up to 
Atrican leaders to fulfill that aspiration and even move 
further towards a federation 


As the summit preparations start with the council of 


ministers meeting from 3 to 7 July. the eyes and ears of 


the crisis-hit African population wall therefore be turned 

Africa Hall, to see whether the new generation ot 
African leaders are as serious about the task of liberating 
the continent economically as were their predecessors 
when they launched the struggle for the total indepen- 
dence of Atrica 


Council of Ministers Vleeting Opens 


£A04070748590 Addis Ahaha in Enelish to Nerehhoring 
Countries 1S30 GMT 3 Jul 90 


[Text] The 52d ordinary session of the OAL Council of 


Ministers opened in Addis Ababa today. to discuss a 
broad range of issues dealing with latest developments in 
the continent. The five-day session 1s expected to make 
recommendations on how best to go about tackling the 
most pressing problems facing Africa at the moment tor 
consideration by the three-day OAU Summit Conter- 
ence to open on Monday [9 July}. 


Opening the session, Comrade Fiseha Desta, Politburo 
member of the WPE [Workers Party of Ethiopia] Central 
Committee and vice president of the PDRE [People’s Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Ethiopia}. said that the council should 
consider carefully on the issue regarding which Africa's 
common response cannot be delayed any longer. He was 
referring to what he described as the fundamental change 
taking place in the world whose implication for Africa 
requires sober reflection. The vice president said that the 
economic problems faced by African countries in the 1980s 
are bound to persist. Comrade Fiseha said that whatever 
Strategy African nations agree upon to respond to this 


challenges, their joint endeavors can be successful only if 


they are based on their unity and solidarity. 


Comrade Fiseha mentioned the problem of refugees and 
displaced persons as another important issue seeking steady 
solution before the current OAU ministerial session. After 
welcoming Namibia’s accession to nationhood. he said 
independent Africa should now reaffirm its commitment to 
the immensely difficult task of ensuring the complete and 
final elimination of apartheid in South Africa 


* Soglo Explains Crisis Facing African States 
YOAFOISOA Paris LE MONDE in French 9 Jun 90 p 8 


[Interview with Beninese Prime Minister Nicephore Sogio 
by Jacques de Barrin: date and place not given: “African 
Wounds-—IX. Encounter With a Leader of the “Third 
Kind”; first paragraph 1s LE MONDE introduction] 
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| Text} Nicephore Soglo has been prime minister of Benin 

for three months. He ts the incarnation of a new gener- 

ation of African leaders who are neither polaaciane no 

soldiers and whose expertise 1s now sought in bringing 
. 


economic recovery to their countries (I E MONT )! 29 
30, and 31 May, 1. 2. 6. 7, and 8 June) 


He belongs to neither the political class mor the mulitary cast 
that, since independence, have been cycling in and out of 
power from one end of Sub-Saharan Atrica to the other. Is 
56-year-old Nicephore Soglo, blown into the Beninese lime- 
light by the “wind of freedom.” a leader of the “third kind” 
Appointed prime minister on 28 February by the Conter- 
ence of the Nation’s Living Strength, he has been given || 
months to get his country back on track after “!7 
Maraist-military dictatorship.” 


vears Ol} 


Mr. Soglo 1s a graduate of France's National Schoo! ot 
Administration and has dual French-Beninese citizen 
Ship. Yet. apart trom a brief stint as minister of finances 
he has not enjoyed the career at home one might have 
expected trom his educational background. As a World 
Bank administrator with jurisdiction over Sub-Saharan 
Africa, he was able to observe its tribulations with an 
expert eve trom 1979 to 1987. While he calls himselt 
product “ot French culture” and likes to quote good 
authors trom Alfred de Musset to Emmanuec! Mounties 
he does not reyect his African roots. In explaining the 
difficulties of the blank continent, he reached tar back in 
time, to the “long night of slavery.” 


He deplores Europe's “amnesia” on the subject. “Lt was 
the largest deportation in human history. It lasted tour 
centuries, and we lost 200 million men.” Mr. Soglo said 
“After having been bled so heavily, Africa ts now an 
empty continent. 


There 1s no question of not including this “horrible tragedy 
Mm any assessment of Africa’s assets and liabilities. He 
refuses to go along with “the people who claim that Africa 
has never suffered.” In his opinion, “the only cultural tic 
among black people is neither their language nor th 
religion. It is the memory of centuries of suffering 


Because of this shametul traffic. he believes that America 
and Europe now have a “duty of solidarity with Atrica 
more than with any other, even if giving money cannot 
bring back the dead.” 


“We have been independent for only a generation.” he 
said. “We are still learning, but there 1s no doubt that w< 
have made progress.” Sull, “development starts with 
people. And we lack men with sufficient training.” In 
this respect, “the most typical example ts Zaire. At the 
end of the colonial period, it found itself without a single 
manager. doctor, engineer, or officer. And people 
wonder that there have been upheavals.” 
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‘White Elephants’ 


In contrast, Mr. Soglo cited the examples of Japan and the 
Netherlands, “which lack natural resources” but have man- 
aged to forge ahead “because of the quality of their men.” 
He challenged the comparisons some make between Africa 
and southeastern Asia. “The countries of the Far East have 
been independent for much longer than we have.” he said. 
“They have already achieved self-sufficiency in food and 
have the brain power that we sull lack.” 


Be that as it may. can we consider the vast majority of 
the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa to be models of 
development failure’ Mr. Soglo does not think so. “Since 
independence, there has been undeniable progress, espe- 
cially with respect to infrastructure and educaiion.” he 
said. While the situation was not so bad 1n the beginning. 
he admits that. “since the crisis started in the 1970s, 
there have been serious problems.” 


“The boom tn a number of raw materials—first oi! and then 
coffee. cacao, and cotion—brought a sudden influx of 
money inio the economy and led African officials to make 
investments without giving thought to the quality of these 
investments.” As a result. what have been called “white 
elephants’ —steel mills. cement works, and so forth— 
sprung up here and there all over the black continent. 


Back to the Land 


In his Opinion. poor investment yield is “one of the 
major causes of the serious difficulties that Africa is 
experiencing today. Our foreign debt has skyrocketed to 
100 percent of our gross domestic product.” 


For Mr. Soglo. “the risk of Africa’s being edged out ts 
real.” Thatis why he claims that development anomalies 
must be denounced. “Our wealth 1s essentially based on 
the land.” he said. “Yet since independence. we have 
neglected this sector, We have given priority to export 
crops. There are research institutes for palm oil, cacao, 
coffee. and so forth. but there is nothing, or a)most 
nothing. for food crops. The basis of our diet 1s being 
neglected. It is intolerable for one African in five—the 
equivalent of our urban population—to be living on 
imported ‘ ods. as was the case in 1982." 


There is another obvious faci. “Africa 1s fragmented, while 
the world trend ts towards continental unity. The rmght 
model is the American model.” According to Mr. Soglo, to 
pull through. a nation must have “a sizable territory and 
consumer buying power.” In his opinion, “there ts no future 
for the black continent without a viable market.” In this 
respect, he 1s an advocate of regional integration and sees 
the possible emergence of three poles of economic develop- 
ment. one around Nigeria, anothe: around Zaire, and a 
third around South Africa 
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For the time being, the treatment imposed by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and the World Bank 1s “neces- 
sary, even if it 1s painful.” For Mr. Soglo. “the patient 
should not blame the doctor for his illness.” However, in 
his opinion, “African countries have to be given suffi- 
cient resources for these structural adjustment policies to 
succeed.” He also conceded that their inventors have not 
calculated their negative social impact 


The Soviet Model 


When asked about the wave of pessimism and even 
irrational fear with regard to Africa, Mr. Soglo replied. 
“It does not surprise me. This wave 1s consistent with the 
general trend in Africa’s relations with Europe and 
America.” In any event, one thing 1s certain: “A new 
generation that 1s aware of the need for change 1s coming 
to power.” 


Mr. Soglo would like to see “partnership relations” estab- 
lished with the wealthy countries, in which straight talk 
would be given the place of honor. “Until now.” he said. 
“no one would bring up the issue of democracy with us. You 
were not supposed to rock the boat with good customers.” 
Fortunately. he noted. this attitude 1s changing. 


“As long as there was economic prosperity. the people 
were willing to put up with a number of things.” Mr. 
Soglo said. “With the crisis, they are demanding 
freedom, because they feel that they are being poorly led 
and that our economic troubles are due to the fact that 
they are not being consulted.” 


Are the government structures out-of-date’ “You have 
to understand the concerns that African leaders had at 
the beginning. Balkanization made the political situation 
very unstable. so they set out to build strong states. Ai 
that time. during the cold war. they had the Soviet 
single-party model in front of them, which was supposed 
to allow them to bring the nation together. They forgot 
that vou cannot have development without democracy.” 


“We became independent at the wrong time.” Mr. Soglo 
said, “just when the professors we had at college were 
really impregnated with Marxism and socialism. Given 
the excesses of the free market and the Nazi and fascist 
experiences, we wanted something new. The model of 
the Stalin-like secretary general of the party imposed 
itself on us, and we superimposed the French presiden- 
tial system on it.” 


As a result of the difficulties of every kind experrenced 
by the African countries, military rulers took over. “In 
the name of stability, business circles sometimes looked 
on them with indulgence.” Mr. Soglo said. “They are 
realizing. after the fact, that military men are not the best 
managers. Look at Benin. We have had 17 years of 
stability, and the end product ts disaster.” 


Might not the wind of freedom blowing over Africa 
destroy everything in its path? Mr. Soglo is confident 
that it will not. “We will find our balance in the end. 
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Democracy 1s not a static phenomenon. Look at untig- 
uily and the city of Athens. In the beginning. i: had 
130,000 cituzens and almost 200,000 slaves.” 


Citing the United States as proof, he expressed the belief 
that “the strength of democracy is the strength of the middle 
class. We must gradually create this class, which does not yet 
exist here. To do so, we must create wealth and distribute 11 
Those elements are the foundation of democracy.” 


Which type of government should be instituted. parliamen- 
tary or presidential? “In Benin, we have chosen the latter,” 
Mr. Soglo said. “Most African statesmen are actually 
pseudo-monarchs or presidents for lite.” This 1s why he 
believes that democracy calls for limiting the president's 
term of office to “five years in five years, for example.” 
With a limited term, office holders are forced to show “a 
litthe more humuility™ in the exercise of their duties. 


As tor the political parties that are resurfacing with the 
revival of democracy. “they will inevitably perpetuate 
divisions.” Mr. Soglo said. When asked about tribalism 
and regionalism. he answered that these problems plague 
any new nation. “Even an old country experiences 
upheavals, like France with the Corsicans, the Basques. 
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and the Bretons or. just recently, the Soviet Union with 
the Arme™ians. among others.” 


Things will fall into piace later. Africa 1s taking stock ot 
its economic and political situation. It has tried practi- 
cally everything. Its officials are very well aware of the 
dangers of allowing a multiparty system to get out of 
control. The parties will gradually have to merge and 
acquire a national audience. Obviously. we could do like 
Nigeria and decree two-party rule.” he said. “But would 
there not be a risk that those who were cul out of the 
system might try to bring it down?” 


Who should be put in charge of the changes” Do the dictates 
of economic necessity mean calling in the “technocrats” 
Mr. Soglo 1s not fond of this term. “There 1s a generation of 
Africans with training and experience who also have very 
Strong convictions about the future of their people. plus a 
rigorous altitude towards economic development and the 
elimination of government corruption.” he said. 


These development professionals will also need to be in 
touch with the people if they are to be understood and 
obeyed. As tor Mr. Soglo. he has less than a year—a very 
short time—to prove that, with their backs to the wall 
the Beninese. and hence Africans in general, can pull 
themselves together and overcome their fate of political 
and economic ruin 
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Chad 


President Habre Returns From Visit to PRC 


ABO0407123890 Nd’amena Domestic Service in French 
OS30 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Text] The presidential couple and the dele gation, which 
accompanied 11, returned home yesterday afternoon at 
the end of their friendly and cooperative visit to the 
PRC. Shortly after arrival at the airport, President 
Hissein Habre revealed to the national press that his visit 
was in line with strengthening relations between the PRC 
and our country. During this trip, stated the president of 
the Republic, he and the Chinese authorities discussed 
issues Of bilateral and international interest. President 
Hissein Habre also told the press that he had a confir- 
mation of the lessons of the great Chinese experience in 
all areas of development. He said that although China ts 
a Third World country it has great assets that he was able 
to discover. These assets are are demonstrated by the 
meticulous method of work accomplished here by the 
Chinese. The head of state added that these people, who 
so well manage their destiny, also have very great expe- 
rience in the fields of industry, agriculture. and so on. 


Congo 


Central Committee Promises Multiparty System 


ABO0407180790 Paris AFP in Enelish 17358 GM1 
4 Jul 90 


[Text] Brazzaville, July 4 (AFP}—The Central Com- 
mittee of Congo's ruling Workers [Labor] Party 
announced here Wednesday [4 Jul] that it had decided to 
end one-party rule in the West African state. 


The final communique from a congress of the Central 
Committee of the Workers Party. the sole legal political 
party in the Congo, said the party would hold an extraor- 
dinary congress next year to draw up leg slation on 
multi-party politics. 


Party Secretaries | cave; Department Changes Made 


AB0407214490 Paris AFP in French 1980 GM] 
4 Jul 90 


[Text] Brazzaville, 4 Jul (AFP)}—Four dignitaries have 
left the secretariat of the Central Committee of the 


‘a 


Congolese Labor Party (PCT—the sole party), 1 was 
learned from official sources this evening in Brazzaville 
at the end of this party's Central Committee meeting. 


Among them are two close associates of President Denis 
Sassou Nguesso: Messrs. Gabriel Oba Apounou, who 
was the head of the department of youth, and General 
Norbert Dabira, who was in charge of the Army political 
division. Jean-Michel Bokamba Yangouma, former head 
of the department of mass and social organizations, and 
Pierre Moussa, officer in charge of plan and economy. 
have also left the secretariat. These departments have 
been merged with others. or have been abolished, 
according to the communique, which was issued at the 
end of the PCT Central Committee meeting. 


The departments of youth and mass and social organi- 
zations have been attached to the PCT organization 
headed by the party's number-two official, Ithi Osse- 
toumba Lekoundzou. The department of planning and 
economy has been abolished. while the Army political 
leadership will henceforth be under the technical organs 
of the Army. The merger or the abolition of these 
departments have reduced from nine to five the number 
of departments of the secretariat, it was said. 


Those who were re-elected are Andre Obami Itou, the 
officer in charge of external relations: Paul Ngatse. the 
head of the propaganda department, and Danicl Abibi. 
the official in charge of political and civic education 


The Central Committee has decided to give “broader 
autonomy” to mass and social organizations, and the 
elections that will be held within the organizations will 
be “open to many candidates.” the communique stated. 
The communique also stated that the PCT wants & 
promote freedom of expression, press, association, and 
demonstration. The “determining trilogy” at workplaces 
and in the administration has also been abolished. This 
is the collegiate made up of youth organizations, the 
party, and civil servants the trade union, which also took 
part in decisionmaking [sentence as received]. 


In order to alleviate the responsibilities of the party. the 
Central Committee has reduced the number of people 
receiving functional salaries in the mass and social 
organizations and within the union of Congolese youth. 


At any rate, the PCT Central Commitice has not depo- 
liticized the Armed Forces, where political work will be 
carried out by a general political directorate of the Army, 
observers noted in Brazzaville. 


6 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Businessmen Vleet With Viok on Natal Violence 


8780307102590 Umtiata Capital Radio in Enelish 
W900 GMT 3 Jul 90 


{Text} A leading Natal businessmer. group has met Law 
god Order Minister Adriaan Viok in Cape Town thout 
the continuing violence tn the region. As Carmel Rickard 
reports. they met wit. Viok yesterday afternoon 


|Reckard] The business leaders returned from their visit 
to Viok saying that for the first time they had the feeling 
that Natal was firmly at the top of the national agenda 
tar the government. On previous visits they d had the 
impression the government's attitude was that Natal 
would get atlention a1 some stage but there was not the 
sense of urgency now being displayed 


The members of the business forum said Vlok assured them 
1.000 extra police were being selected to add to the 8.000 
already deployed in the areca. Forty-eight extra police strong- 
points are to be set up mn the region and they'll be developed 
into permanent points. The government is also considering 
how best to speed up the judicial process and 1s working on 
new legislation to curb intimidation. A business leader said 
thes welcomed these steps and believed they would be 
implemented within a few months 


Groups Issue Statement on Stayaway's Success 


1780307194290 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
LV3R9 GMT 3 Jul W 


| Apparent “Excerpts” from joint statement issued by the 
\trican National Congress [ANC]. Congress of South 
\trican Trade Umons [(COSATU]. United Democratx 
Front [UDF] and South African Young Congress 
ISAY CQO] on the success of national stayaway 2 Jul] 


[Text] Johannesburg July 3 SAPA—The stayaway on 
Monday [2 Jul]. which marked the beginning of the 
national week of action declared by the ANC, COSATI 
the UDF and SAYCO., drew “overwhelming support” 
trom the people of South Africa, according to a joint 
Statement by the organisations 


It said on Tuesday the action had “historic significance” 
in that at 

—was one of the largest stayaways ever in South Atrica’s 
history 

—was conducted in a peaceful and disciplined manner 
—tocussed national and international attention on an 
issue Which hitherto had been incorrectly portrayed as a 
“Natal problem” 


It said the “tremendous support” for the stayaway was “i 
clear indication that our organisations do in fact enjoy 
overwhelming support from the people of this country 
Through their national mass action. our people have 
signalled to State President F.W. de Klerk. to the business 
community, and to all who choose to remain indecisive in 
their stand on the Natal violence. that no party can today 
claim innocence in this war. While the cost of stayaways 1s 
heavy. the cost of allowing the violence to continuc. 1s 
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unending devastation in terms of economic cost in human 
life and abject pain for the people of this region. Notwith- 
standing the disciplined and restrained conduct of our 
people in efiecting the stayaway. there are those who are 
claiming that the actions was marked by intimidation and 
conflict. We have evidence to prove that in those instances 
where conflict did arise. 11 was the police who were the 
main instigators. 


“The actions of the security forces leave us with no doubt 
that it 1s {Law and Order) Minister ( Adriaan) Viok who has 
lost control. and lacks the will and capacity. to rein in his 
forces. Viok’s iron-fist approach. of threatening and intum- 
idating Our Organisations. does nothing to improve an 
already volatile situation. We urge him to deal with the 
problem in a level-headed and balanced manner if wants to 
create a climate in which confidence 1s ever to be restored 
1 his security forces.” the statement said 


“Whilst Viok stands idly by, attacks on our members and 
supporters continue. On the day of the stayaway. the 
Empangeni home ot JWC [expansion unknown] member 
Willies Mchunu was attacked by armed, masked men 
Fortunately. the attackers fled when it became clear to 
them that the number of people in the house was greater 
than thes expected.” 


The statements said there was a mistaken assumption 
that the action taken was intended to rsolate business 
“This 1s not the case—rather, the intention of the process 
that we have embarked on. 1s to encourage business to 
throw im ther werght behind the peoples’ demands 
Already. a significant meeting has taken place between 
ourselves and representatives of the business commu- 
nity. The meeting (held on June 0) resulted in a 
commitment trom both parties to participate in a broad 
forum which would jointh explore ways to end the 
violence. We want to express our disappointment at the 
unwarranted. divisive and disruptive statements of the 
PAC [Pan-Atrcanist Congress], AZAPO [Azaniman 
People’s Organsation] and NACTU [National Council 
of Trade LU nrons|. Our people through their support tor 
the stayaway. have demonstrated how strongly they feel 
about the issue. and that they will not be contused by 
political intrigues and manocusres. We call on the PAC, 
AZAPO and NACTU to throw in their lot with the rest 
wf the people insicad of engaging in senseless political 
gamesmanship.— 


Referring to media coverrage of the stayaway it said i 
particularly tound the reporitng by the SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] unobyective and 
biased. and did not explain to the public the significance 
of them objective of trying to discredit the call of the 
ANC UDF and NACTU. “The media and the SABC in 
particular. run the serious risk of falling into the old trap 
of misicading the public into holding a false. uniformed 
perspective on the imporint developments occurring in 
South Africa” 
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The statement said 1 was clear to the Joint Working 
Committee that Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi. chief min- 


ister of kwaZulu, still did not appreciate the gravity of 


the situation. “Despite all that he has said and claimed. 
the fact is thal the stayaway was peaceful and successful. 
In particular, the workers of Natal have shown that they 
reyect the kwaZulu Police and want to see steps taken to 
create a climate of peace. Buthelezi’s response has been 
io come to the defence of the police. even through they 
have been identified as a major source of the problem. 
We want to say to Buthelezi that it 1s time he put the 
interests of the people before his own persona! political 

mbitions. Despite our obvious political differences with 

m, we hold dear the principle of freedom of political 
association and believe that mutual co-existence with 
Inkatha 1s possible. without the shield of the kwaZulu 
Police and the kwaZulu Bantustan. We challenge 
Buthelezi to engage in an open pol.tical process where 
the people will be free to indicate whose politics and 
policies it 1s that they support.” 


It said the week of national action would end in mass 
marches marches throughout the country. In Natal, 
marches would be held in Durban, to C_R. Swart Square 
and in Pietermaritzburg to Loop Street Police Station 
Other marches were still being organised 


At the end of each march a memorandum would be 
handed over to the authorities for them to convey to Mr 
de Klerk. “It is ou hope that the meeting we intend to 
hold with President de Klerk after the week of action will 
result in positive and constructive steps on his part to 
end the violence. If this 1s not the case then we will be 
forced to take further action. The peace conterence we 
are calling on the August 4 will discuss new strategies to 
bring about peace.” according to the statement 


Mandela Raises 15 Million Rands on U.S. Tour 


{B0307101890 Umtata Capital Radio in Enelish 
0900 GMT 3 Jul 90 


[Text] Nelson Mandela raised more than 15 million 
rands [R; One dollar 1s equa! to R2.65]] for the ANC 
[African National Congress] in his eight-crty U.S. tour 
Americans paid millions more voluntarily in tax money 
for his police protection. 


While no total for donations ts available from national 
organizers of the | 1-day trip that ended on Saturday [30 
June]. spokesmen in cach city have rough counts. Many 
Say Moncey 1s still coming in. A US. State Department 
spokesman says no sum of government costs for Man- 
dela’s protection 1s available. He says in New York alon 
municipal expenses have been put at over RS million 
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Furious Diplomacy Averts Thatcher-Mandela Clash 


14B0407 142590 Johanneshure THE DAILY VAIL 
m Enelish 4 Jul 90 PP 1, 2 


[By Shaun Johnson in Johannesbsurg and Arthur 
Gavshon in London] 


| feat] Furious behind-the-scenes diplomacy has averted 
a public clash between Nelson Mandela and Margaret 
Thatcher 


The historic first meeting between the deputy president 
of the African National Congress [ANC] and the British 
prime minister takes place at 10 Downing Street today. 
and top-level diplomatic sources say a major row over 
Mandela's comments on the IRA appeared to have been 
avoided by last night. “I think we're out of the woods on 
this one.” they said 


Strenuous diplomatic efforts had been made to ensure that 
Mandela's remarks—wahich the British sources regarded as 
“most unfortunat —did not lead to open hostility during 
his long awaited tete-a-tete with Thatcher 


The sources claimed the ANC deputy president was keen 
that teathers should be smoothed on all sides. so that the 
meeting would not be wholly overtaken by an “extrane- 
ous issuc 


“He 1s a realistic politician.” they told THE DAILY 
MAIL. “and quickly realised that this (the IRA issue) ts 
a minefield.” 


Thatcher's restrained response to Mandela's statement 
was also notable: “Normally she would have got very 
cross.” said one source, “but she has played this down 
because the meeting 1s More important.” 


The coniroversy was sparked by what was apparently a 
throwaway remark made by Mandela »}, Dublin on 
Monday [2 July}—he called on Thatcher 10 negotiate 
upconditionally with the IRA —and such 1s the sensi- 
treaty of the rssue in Britain that even Labour Leader 
Nei! Kinnock hastened to distance himself from the 
ANC leader's view. 


Diplomatic sources said Whitehall was particularly 
angered because Mandela had appeared to ignore brict- 
ings on the British position, which 1s “ssentially that the 
ANC and IRA are not comparable “because IRA mem- 
bers have the vote, and have failed to win at the ballot 
box. whereas ANC members are disentranchised”. 


Mandela yesterday sought to defuse the situation by 
telling British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd that his 
remark was simply intended to express the wish that the 
Irish dispute be settled peacefully. 


Earher. he told MPs of all parties. crammed into the 
Gsrand Committee room of the House of Commons to 
hear him. that he did not want to be drawn into a 
political controversy over the Irish rssue. He stood by his 
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and the ANC’s belief that all conflicts should be settled 
peacefully, but said: “I have no opinion about the IRA. 


THE DAILY MAIL understands that the British min- 
ister of state in the Foreign Office, William Waldegrave. 
met Mandela on Monday [2 Jul] night, immediately after 
the row broke. He sought to “give him a clearer brief on 
the British government's policy towards the IRA, and 
also on the Irish government's policy.” 


If anything. diplomatic sources sav. the Irish government 
was even more put out by Mandela's comments than was 
Whitehall. 


Sources say the “atmospherics” at Mandela's luncheon 
with Hurd in London yesterday were good. and that 
Mandela's efforts to move from the IRA to more sub- 
Stantive issues of bilateral British/South African rela- 
tions were well received. 


There would obviously remain many issues on which 
Whitehall and the ANC “agreed to disagree.” according 
to sources in London, but all sides concurred that today’s 
meeting with Thatcher “marks the final formalisation of 
relations at the highest level between the British govern- 
meni and the ANC.” 


It as now expected that the meeting will be friendly— 
with Thatcher expressing the the belief that Mandela has 
an “historic role” to play, and the ANC leader acknow!l- 
eding her calls for his release—and a commitment from- 
both to successful negotiations in South Africa 1s certain. 
There will also be agreement on State Presient F.W. de 
Klerk’s “sincerity.” 


Diplomats say much will depend on the “chemistry” of 
the meeting, and that its central purpose for both leaders 
will be “to find out at first hand what the other is like.” 


Issues of difference are likely to include: 


The ANC’s insistence on a constituent assembly, with 
the British arguing that constitutional bases have first to 
be agreed. 


The ANC’s view that foreign aid, including that from 
Britain, should be effectively “vetted” by the organisation. 


The ANC’s attitude toward kwaZulu Chief Minister Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi and the role of his Inkatha movement. 


The ANC’s continued commitment to the armed struggie. 


The ANC’s insistence that sanctions should only be 
eased when the organisation approves such a move. 


Interestingly, both sides seem concerned to place sanctions 
fairly low on the meeting's agenda, and it is thought unlikely 
that Thatcher will announce any change in her policy. 


The diplomatic sources also believe there could be 
“progress” on the issue of minority rights in a future 
South Africa, with “a measure of agreement” over the 
necessity for some “protection,” although not «a the 
matter of veto rights. 
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Mandela Addresses Businessman 


MBO0407 124590 Johannesburg Doraestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Text] The depity president of the ANC [African 
National Congress]. Mr. Nelson Mandela. says the ANC 
might agree within months to the lifting of sanctions 
against South Africa. 


Addressing about 200 businessmen of the Confederation 
of British Industry in London, Mr. Mandela said sanc- 
tions were the best way al present io force the ANC and 
the government to reach a settlement. He said the ANC 
was aware of the damage caused by sanctions and that it 
did not want to destroy the economy. He said this was 
why there was a sense of urgency about reaching agree- 
ment with the government. On the basis of talks which 
the ANC had had with the government, he had no doubt 
that rapid progress could Ne made 


Referring to sanctions, he said South Africa should be 
given a few months if not a year or two in order to clear 
away remainig obstacles. 


Meets With Thatcher 


Vf B0407 185090 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
I8S38 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Excerpts] London July 4 SAPA—ANC [African 
National Congress] leader Nelson Mandela said after an 
exiended three hour first meeting with British Premier 
Margaret Thatcher that she was a woman he could do 
business with, in spite of their disagreements over sanc- 
tions against South Africa and his organisation's adher- 
ence to the armed struggle. 


Speaking jovially at a press conference to mark the 
closure of his overseas tour before heading back home 
through Africa, he was borrowing a phrase from Mrs. 
Thatcher's own lexicon, who used ut at Soviet leader 
Mikhai! Gorbachev when she first met him. Asked as he 
rose to leave if Mrs. Thatcher was a woman he could do 
business with, he replied: “Yes. | am already doing 
husiness with her.” 


Earlier in the day, with his schedule already running late 
again, Mr. Mandela held out hope to assembled British 
business captains when he hinted that a peaceful soluiion 
to South Africa’s problems could be reached within 
months. and that there would then be no need for 
sanctions. Making clear he was encouraged by recent 
talks with President F.W. de Kierk, and optimistic about 
the next round of preliminary negotiations, he said: “All 
we are Saying to the international community 1s give us 
a few months, if not a year or two, to resolve this 
question among ourselves.” Economic sanctions against 
South Africa should however remain for the time being. 


Mr. Mandela's noon meeting and lunch with Mrs. 
Thatcher was scheduled to last for two hours, but extended 
to 3pm—taken as a signal they had a wide-ranging and 
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intensive discussions—while a meeting with opposition 
Labour Party leader Neil Kinnock was postponed. 


In turther indications of the importance Mrs. Thatcher 
attached to Mr. Mandela's visit. she welcomed him 
warmiy at the door to number 10 Downing Street on his 
arrival and appeared again with him when he Ieft. As Mr 
Mandela departed. he told the prime minister: “1 hope 
the time will come when both Mr. de Klerk and myself 
will see you together.” Downing Street o*ficials said the 
meeting was very courteous and friendly. with a good 
exchange of views. “The objective of establishing a 
personal relationship and rapport was fully achieved.” 


Mr. Mandela commented at the press conference that 
“the prime minister was warm and gentle. and the 
discussions took place in a cordial atmosphere. It was a 
productive meeting and we are very encouraged.” 


Although they had not seen completely eve-to-eve on issues 
like sanctions, the armed struggle. and economic siews, “we 
made progress .. | accept that the prime munister 1s an 
enemy of apartheid and all kinds of racism.” 


Governmera officials sand Mrs. Thatcher had been anx- 
sous that Mr. Mandela should have a full opportunity to 
express his views at the outset of the meeting, and he had 
spoken tor SO minutes, afier which the prime minister 
spoke for half an hour betore they continued at lunch 


“Sancthons were dealt with as a secondary rssuc. thes 
were both more concerned to examine the way ahead 
politically and economically. We are in no doubt Mr 
Mandecia wants a peaceful and negotisted outcome ~ 


Both Mr. Mandela and Mrs. Thatcher had agreed the 
differences between themselves were not important, fur- 
ther agrecing their main objective was to get nd of 
apaniherd On their differences over nationalisation. 
spokesmen said Mrs. Thatcher had stressed the impor- 
tance of flexibility in the cconomy and the need to 
encourage the private sector. Mr. Mandela had taken the 
view that state participation in the economy was only 
one option, and there was a need to involve the business 
community, both domestically and through foreign 
firms. Mrs. Thatcher had said South Afinca should 
welcome inward investment and create wealth before 
considering the distribution of that wealth. Spokesman 
confirmed her message to Mr. Mandela was clearly tha 
nationalisation was not the way forward in a post- 
apartheid South Africa 


Downing Street also made a pont of mention: jthat} 
Mr. Mandela had expressed his appreciation to Mrs 
Thatcher for her efforts to obtain his release by the SA 
Government 


The prime minister was sharply criticised by political oppo- 
nents and anti-apartheid movements for claiming when Mr 
Mandela was released that this was due in part to her policy 
of pressure and encouragement towards Mr de Klerk 
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Mr. Mandela said at the press conference that he had 
asked Mrs. Thatcher for material resources for the ANC 
to mobilise the population in support of i peace muiti- 
atives. He declined to say whether or not she had agreed 
10 give aid, bul said “the prime minisicr gave us a good 
car.” [passage omitted] 


Mr. Mandela. after another last unscheduled and private 
mecting 1n London which aides retused to reveal details 
of. was duc to leave England on Wednesday [4 Jul] night 
for his trip home through Africa 


Countries on his agenda before arriving in Johannesburg on 
July 18 are Uganda. Ethiopia. Kenya and Mozambique 


Police-AWB Conflict Over Mining killings 
VWBU407 142490 Johanneshure THE STAR in Enelish 
4 Jul Wipl 


[By Crang Kotze and Shareen Singh] 


[Text] Conflict 1s again looming on the [Orange] Free State 
goldficlds—this time between police and the AWB [Afn- 
kaner Resistance Movement], which yesterday warned it 
would take drastic steps to protect whrte miners 


The new development in the simmering racial conflict 
on the goldfields comes after Steve Burtendag (42). the 
chief personne! manager of the Harmony mince near 
Virginia, was murdered by black miners on Monday [2 
July}. His killing 1s a sequel to the recent murders of two 
other white miners 


The AWB accused the Chamber of Mines of throwing a 
“handful of whites” to the mercy of “the radical ANC 
[African National Congress] because they could not protect 
themselves underground, and said the SAP [South African 
Police] was not able to protect white miners 


Referring to an alleged SAP “wrtchhunt on Christian 
Boer and right-wing folk.” the AWB said the continued 
detention of mine captain Hendrik Stevn—held in con- 
nection with the blast at the Natronal Umon of Mine- 
workers headquarters in Welkom—"‘destroyved all torms 
of goodwill and co-operation.” 


Law and Order Ministry spokesman Brigadier Leon 
Mellet reyected the claims of bias against the AWB. 
saying police were at the moment also holding two ANC 
members in terms of security legislation in Welkom 


The killing of Mr. Buitendag by a group of mince orkers 
was very unfortunate and regrettable. the NUM 
{National Union of Mine Workers] said yesterday. The 
union appealed to all parties to remain calm and avoid 
any provocation that might result in similar incidents 
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Police Suspect Connection Between Explosions 
Vf B0407 133790 Johanne ture Domestic Service 
m Enelish 1100 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Text] Police say there could be a link between the four 
explosions in Johannesburg in the past four days. The 
property of two city councillors, the business premises of the 
Afmkaans weekly newspaper, VRYE WEEKBLAD. and a 
synagogue in Rosettenville were damaged in the explosions. 


The police larson officer tor the Witwatersrand, Colonel 
Frans Malherbe. said the suspected link was based on the 
choice of targets and the type of explosive used. He said 
that although right-wing elements had been blamed, the 
explosions were regarded as terrorist attacks and all clues 
were being investigated. 


Referring to two telephone calls from the organization 
calling itself the Wit Wolwe or White Wolves, Colonel 
Malherbe said that there was no proof that such an 
organization carsied 


Wit Wolwe Claim Responsibility 
WBO40USS890 Umiata Captial Radio in Enelish 
W600 GMT 4 Jul 9 


[Text] The Wit Wolwe [White Wolves] have claimed 
responsibility for the recent bombings in Johannesburg. 
A man claiming to be a member of the shadowy right- 
wing group phoned a Johannesburg newspaper and said 
the attacks will continue cach night until tomorrow. 


This morning a bomb exploded outside the offices of the 
Afrikaans newspaper the VRYE WEEKBLAD. The blast 
blew out windows but no other damage was caused. The 
English-speaking man said the tarpets for the attacks were 
the National Party, the Democratic Party, and the Jewish 
coramunity. He demanded the release of Barend Strydom. 
the Pretoria mass killer. The unidentified caller also called 
on President F.W. de Klerk to hold an election. 


SOWETAN Assistant Editor Murdered 4 July 


WBOSOTUS 1190 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
WOZ0 GMT S Jul 90 


[Text] Johannesburg. July 5, SAPA—The assistant 
editor of the SOWETAN newspaper, Mr. Sam Mabe. 
was cold-bloodedly assassinated by two attackers late on 
Wednesday [4 Jul] in Soweto, just outside Johannesburg. 


\ stunned SOWETAN editor, Mr. Aggrey Kiaaste, told 
SAPA Mr. Mabe was apparently dropping off people in 
the Jabulam: suburb when two gunmen walked up to the 
car, placed a gun to his neck and fired a point-blank 
range. He was taken to Baragwanath Hospital, but was 
pronounced dead on arrival. 


“| am personally shattered, especially for his young 
jamily. It 1s a great joss to black journalism, and further 
indicates how cheap life 1s in Soweto,” said Mr. Klaaste. 
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He did not have further details. but would release a full 
Statement on Thursday. sand the SOWETAN editor. Mr. 
Mabe 1s survived by his wite, Latisa. and three children. 


A former deputy president of the Black Media Workers 
Association of SA [South Afnmeca] (MW ASA). he was held 
in high esteem by his colleagues and often atiended 
seminars on black journalism in foreign countries. He 
worked at THE STARK be fore rising through the ranks to 
his last position as assistant editor at the SOWETAN. 


4 Soweto police official said they would reicase details of 
the killing as soon as they knew the tull circumstances. 


ANC Leaders Report Alleged KwaZulu Hit Squad 


MBOS0708408 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
O800 GMT 5S Jul W 


[Text] Semor ANC [African National Congress} leaders 
have alleged that the kwaZulu government 1s operating a hit 
squad which intends to kill them. Carme! Rickard reports: 


[Rickard] Two prominent Naial ANC leaders, Mid-lands 
convenor Harry Gwala and Southern Natal convenor 
Terror Lekota, say they are under threat of death from a 
hit squad bent on assassinating them. Before he left for 
an overseas visit Lekota told me he beheved the hit 
squad had iastructions to kill them both and that their 
lives were in danger. He said they d been informed of the 
hit squad while attending a national executive meetirg of 
the ANC in Johannesburg 


This morning's NATAL WITNESS quotes Gwala as 
saying the situation was serious and that hed taken 
precautions. According to Gwala other prominent ANC 
members were on the same list which came to hight 
through the ANC’s military inictligence following a 
mecting between a kwaZulu cabinet minister and 
Umlazi town councillors last month. Inkatha President 
Mangosuthu Buthelez: has however dismissed the alle- 
gations as ludicrous in the extreme 


National Police Liaison Issues Unrest Reports 


3 July 


1980307113490 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
IHI9GMT 3 Jul 9 


{Item as received] 


[Text] Pretona July 3} SAPA—Herewith unrest report 
issued by the SA [South Afmcan] Police [SAP] public 
relations division on Tuesday [3 July} 


The following incidents of unrest reported overnight, 
occurred at the following places 

Khayalitsha (Cape Town) stones were thrown at SAP 
vehicles, private vehicles and private dwellings. Roads 
were barricaded with burning tyres. Petroi-bombs were 
thrown at SAP vehicles. a bus. a delivery vehicle and a 
railway station 
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Alt a railway station, people wishing to go to work were 
intimidated 

Groups were dispersed with tearsmoke, rubber bullets and 
sh oi-gun fire. To policemen were injured struck by rocks. 
One black man was wounded during police action. 
Coloured residential area at Robertson (Western Cape) 
stones were thrown at SAP vehicles and private dwellings. A 
post office was set alight and extensively damaged. 
Groups were dispersed with tearsmoke, rubber bullets 
and shot-gun fire. During one stone-throwing incident, a 
shot-gun round was fired to disperse the group, fatally 
wounding a black youth. 

Montagu coloured residential area the housing offices 
were stoned, doors broken down and the building looted. 
Members guarding the building. a police vehicle and 
municipal vehicles were stoned. Roads were barricaded 
with burning tyres Police used tearsmoke, shot-gun and 
pistol fire to disperse groups. A coloured man was 
wounded and arrested. 

Ashton (Worcester) a nursery was stoned and extensively 
damaged. Stones were thrown at private dwellings. SAP 
members, SAP and private vehicles. Groups were dis- 
persed with tearsmoke, rubber bullets and shot-gun fire. 
A policeman was injured in a stone-throwing incident. A 
coloured youth was wounded and arrested. 

Paballelo (Upington) 30 black men and women who took 
part in an illegal gathering, were arrested. 

Thembalihle (Vrede) an illegal gathering took place, 
stones were thrown at SAP and private vehicles and 
roads were barricaded. 

CGrroups were dispersed with tearsmoke, rubber bullets 
and shot-gun fire. Two black men were wounded. A 
black girl was slightly injured when she was struck by a 
tearsmoke cannister. 

Meloding (Virginia! municipal and police vehicles were 
stoned. A black man and two black youths were arrested. 
Matiwangtlwang (Steynsrus) SAP vehicles were stoned. 
Eight black men and a black youth were arrested after the 
groups were dispersed with tearsmoke and rubber bullets. 
Monyakeng (Wesselsbron) police vehicles wee stoned. 
Tearsmoke, rubber bullets and shot-gun fire were used to 
disperse groups. Three black women and two black men 
were arrested. 

Orangeville (Kroonstad) the police single quarters was 
stoned and extensively damaged. Tearsmoke was used to 
disperse the group and a black man was arrested. 
Botshabelo (Bloemfontein) a tanker vehicle and a bus 
were stoned and extensively damaged. 

Makwaking (Ross Senekal) a private dwelling was set 
alight and extensively damaged. 

Gelvandale (Port Elizabeth) a group of coloureds intimidated 
people going to work. Seven coloured men were arrested. 
Police vehicles were stoned on a number of occasions. 

West Born (Eastern Cape) a black man was arrested 
when he allegedly intimidated municipal workers. 
Ginsberg (King William’s Town) a black man was 
arrested when he and five others intimidated blacks on 
their way to work. 

Inanda (lourban) buses were stoned. 
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A number of black men carrying tirearms were spotted 
by police. When they fled, shots were fired at them by the 
police. A man was wounded in the arm and arrested. 

A black man was attacked by a group of blacks who 
hacked him to death with panga [knives]. Police dis- 
persed the group with pistol and shot-gun fire. A man 
was wounded and arrested. 


Mamelodi: (Pretoria) buses and a private vehicle were 
damaged in incidents of stone-throwing. 

Evaton (Vereeniging) SAP vehicles and private dwellings 
were stoned and petrol-bombed. One private dwelling 
and a service station were extensively damaged. A bus 
was set alight and extensively damaged. Tearsmoke, 
rubber bullets and shot-gun fire were used to disperse the 
groups. A black man was arrested. 

Daveyton (Springs) a private vehicle was set alight and 
extensively damaged. Six black men stopped a police 
vehicle, pulled the driver, a black constable. from the 
vehicle and assaulted him. The men were all arrested.” 
Sebokeng (Vanderbiylpark) a policeman’s home was 
stoned and petrol-bombed. Although damage was exten- 
sive, NO-One was injured. Three private vehicles were set 
alight and extensively damaged. 

Ratanda (Heidelberg) a group of blacks attempted to 
disarm a special constable. He fired two pistol shots at 
the group, who dispersed. As far as could be established, 
no-one was injured. 

TPA {Transvaal Provincial Administr tuon} and munic- 
ipal police vehicles were stoned. The groups were dis- 
persed with shot-gun fire. A youth was fatally injured. 
Another youth and a black girl were injured. 

Nhlanzane station (Soweto) a railway carriage was exten- 
sively damaged when it was set alight. 

Jouberton (Klerksdorp) police and SADF [South African 
Defence Force] vehicles were stoned. Roads were barri- 
caded. A private home was petrol-bombed. The home and 
private vehicle of a policeman were set alight and exten- 
sively damaged. Groups were dispersed with tearsmoke. 
Khutsong (Oberholzer) two private dwellings and a pri- 
vate vehicle were extensively damaged when they were 
set alight. 

At Maryspruit mine (Virginia) a group of approximately 
1.000 miners gathered illegally. Mr. S. Buitendag. a mine 
employee. was allegedly fatally stabbed by one of the miners. 
At Kagiso, a hand-grenade exploded outside a private 
dwelling, causing minor damage. 

At Turffontein, Johannesburg, an explosion at a private 
dwelling caused little damage. 

A limpet mine was discovered at a service station on the 
cornc’ of Jorrisen and Bertha Streets, Braamfontein, Johan- 
nesburg. It was rendered safe by an SAP explosives expert. 
At Dube railway station, an explosion damaged the 
railway line. It appears that 11 was caused by a mini- 
limpet mine. 

At Mhbanlakuzi railway siation, Orlando, Soweto, 
minor damage was caused to the railway line when a 
limpet mine exploded. 
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5 July 


MBOS07095290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0930 GMT 5 Jul 90 


{Text} Pretoria, July 5, SAPA—Herewith unrest report 
issued by the S \ Police [SAP] public relations division in 
Pretoria on Thursday [5 Jul] 


The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
during the past 24 hours: 


-—A1t Old Cross Ruads (western Cape) two private vehicles 
were damaged in two separate stone-throwing incidents in 
the western Cape, no arrests or injuries were reported. 


—At Montagu (western Cape) a coloured male was arrested 
in a stone-throwing incident. In the same area a coloured 
male was arrested when a group gathered illegally. 


—A group of blacks as well as coloureds gathered on the 
corners of Strand and Berg streets (Cape Town) demon- 
Strating with placards. Police arrested two coloured 
females and two black males in this incident. 


—At Kimberley in the northern Cape sanitary equip- 
ment as well as wooden constructions were set alight by 
a group of blacks causing extensive damages. 


—At Tidimalo near Delportshoop in the northern Cape 
a group of unknown persons hurled petrol-bombs at a 
private house. No arrests or injuries were reported. 


—At Korsten in the eastern Cape a group of blacks 
marched illegally. The police ordered them to disperse 
they ignored the warning and 38 people were arrested. 
One black man was injured in this incident. 


—At Bishop Lavis (western Cape) extensive damage was 
caused to a private vehicle in a stone-throwing incident. 


—At Bonnievale (western Cape) a group of coloured 
youths stoned a SAP vehicle after barricading a road 
with burning tyres and bags. 


—At Kimberley (northern Cape) a group of blacks set 
fire to a truck causing extensive damage. 


—At Marais ,eastern Cape) a group of blacks gathered 
illegally and marched to the black township. The police 
ordered them to disperse they ignored the warning. 
Forty-five black men were arrested. 


—At Magabheni ( Natal) a group of blacks fired a number 
of rounds at a black man and threw his private vehicle 
with stones causing extensive damage. The man was 
slightly injured. 


—aAt Ilfracombe (Natal) the body of a black man was 
found. The cause of death is unknown. 


—At Osizweni (Natal) a black man was killed when shot 
by a group of blacks. In the same area a group of black 
men tried to necklace another black man. He was injured 
but managed to escape. 


—At Table Mountain in the Natal area a group of blacks 
set a Kraal alight causing extensive damag*. Two black 
men were arrested. 
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Press Reviews on Current Problems, Issues 


3 July 
MB0307 105990 


{Editorial Report} 


THE CITIZEN 


Mandela Intervention in U.S.—‘“In addition to the 
Indian cause, Mr. Mandela could, on a far bigger scale, 
take up the plight of America’s blacks, who despite the 
success of the civil rights movement, are a very much 
deprived lot in real terms.” notes Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 2 July in its page 6 editorial. 
“Indeed, when the new dispensation ts in place, it will be 
better to be a black man in South Africa than a black 
man in the United States, in terms of political power, 
economic advancement and so on. But we don’t suppose 
Mr. Mandela is going to admit that.” “Unfortunately for 
the deprived Americans, Mr. Mandela has much to do 
back home, negotiating the fate of South Africa. But if he 
can point a few moral lessons to the Americans, his 
intervention in that country will serve a purpose—even 
if the Americans may not think so.” 


THE STAR 


Kaunda’s Days ‘May Be Numbered’—Zambia’s Presi- 
dent Kaunda has “proved himself a consummate survi 
vor,” declares Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 3 
July in a page 14 editorial. “While slowly ruining a once 
prosperous economy, eroding the living standards of his 
people and limiting their freedom. he has always man- 
aged to escape the blame.” The coup attempt was “a 
quixotic venture and quickly put down but, given the 
public mood, further attempts cannot be ruled out.” 
Kaunda’s days “may be numbered” if his people have 
turned against him. “If there is a moral to be drawn from 
President Kaunda’s unhappy situation it 1s that it may 
well have been avoided had he allowed Zambia to have 
political and economic democracy from the start.” 


Malan Seeks To ‘Sour’ Government-ANC Relations—A 
second editorial on the same page afirms that Defense 
Minister Magnus Malan “seems determined to sour 
relations between the Government and the ANC. Gen- 
eral Malan lectures the ANC on how its talk of ‘armed 
struggle’ is inimical to the spirit of the Groote Schuur 
talks. But, in the next breath. he refuses to countenance 
the notion of integration between the SADF and the 
ANC’s underground army, Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear 
of The Nation]—something which eventually will have 
to be seriously addressed.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Workplace New ANC, SACP Battleground— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 3 July says 
in a page 10 editorial: “To most employers it will come 
as no surprise that lost production in the first six months 
of the year has trebled since last year as a result of labour 
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disputes. The work place is the new political battle- 
ground, with both the South African Communist Party 
[SACP] and the ANC having chosen the labour unions as 
the principal instrument of their struggle for power.” 
BUSINESS DAY warns that “so long as the ANC and its 
hidden advisers treat any labour contract as the first shot 
in an ideological war, the employer who invests in the 
hope that things may settle down, and that unprofitable 
ventures may become profitable, is flirting with ruin.” 


‘Generally Negative’ U.S. Response To Mandela— 
Simon Barber writes from Washington on the same page 
that U.S. President Bush and his advisers “were not 
alone in their generally negative response to Mandela 
and his team. There 1s now sufficient unease in Congress 
lo warrant serious consideration of any administration 
proposal to modify existing sanctions should the condi- 
tions be met.”’ Mandela may have “raised the ANC and 
its local charities a lot of money,” and enjoyed “extraor- 
dinary public adulation,” but he “did not, however, 
convince the powers that be. If he is statesman of SA’s 
wishes, he would be wise to use that fact to impress a 
little sweet reason on his followers instead of coming 
back to try again.” 


THE DAILY MAIL 


Government's ‘Decisive Action’ Needed on Natal Vio- 
lence—Referring to the national worker stayaway to 
protest the Natal violence Johannesburg THE DAILY 
MAIL in English on 3 July says in its page 6 editorial it 
is “unhelpful” to blame workers for economic disrup- 
tion. “To try and ensure that workers have a normal 
form of political expression—such as the vote—would 
be constructive.” The “onus” is on the government “as 
much as any other party” to show “it is serious about 
stopping Natal violence.” “Pretoria needs to show it is 
prepared to take the kind of firm and decisive action one 
would expect if this violence happened in a white 
suburb.” “Like it or not, national peace negotiations now 
depend on Natal peace.” 


CAPE TIMES 


City Councils Should Revise Separate Amenities By- 
Laws—**The heavy-handed police action against people 
protesting about segregated facilities is likely to harm 
both race relations in Ashton and South Africa’s image 
abroad,”’ warns Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 
29 June in a page 4 editorial. The Ashton town council 
should ‘‘follow the example of the Pretoria City Council 
which decided this week to revise its municipal by-laws 
on public amenities with immediate effect.” The govern- 
ment should prepare legislation for Parliament “making 
it an offence for public amenities to practice any form of 
discrimination on the grounds of race.” 


TRANSVALER 


Stayaway ‘Attack’ on Buthelezi—*Western governments 
who want a multiparty state in the new South Africa, 
must seriously take into account the stayaway planned 
for 2 July by the trade union group COSATU [Congress 
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of South African Trade Unions], the UDF [United 
Democratic Front], the ANC, and other groups,” warns 
Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 29 June 
in a page 8 editorial. “The stayaway is supposed to be a 
campaign to end violence in Natal. In reality it is an 
attack on Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi. No wonder. He 1s 
the representative of moderation in black ranks. He 
wants to see a true democracy in the country, the end of 
the ANC’s armed struggle, and an end to the economic 
stranglehold through which the ANC and its allies seek 
to manipulate everyone.” 


DIE BURGER 


ANC Negotiations Demand ‘Transparent Game’—By 
insisting On a constitutional assembly before beginning 
negotiations On a new system in South Africa, the ANC is 
busy with a transparent game,” remarks Johannesburg 
DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 29 June in a page 18 
editorial. “Clearly the organization sees a method in this to 
place itself in a virtually untouchable position in the 
negotiations. The ANC hopes to have a large majority of 
its representatives elected in an election for a consitutional 
assembly. This will allow it to push through its constitu- 
tional proposals more easily without the need for the 
greatest amount of consensus.” If the ANC “persists with 
this demand it expects the National Party to embark on a 
suicide mission. Eu. President de Klerk has recently 
emphatically stated he is not prepared to do that.” 


4 July 
MB0407102190 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Labor Stayaway ‘Inappropriate-—Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English or 4 July in its page 18 editorial 
declares “Harsh though the accompanying rhetoric was, 
this week’s ANC [African National Congress]- sponsored 
stayaway passed relatively peacefully—a useful reminder 
that the Government’s new-found tolerance seems to 
have encouraged (this time round anyway) wars of words 
rather than of weapons.” “But the stayaway itself—did 
that achieve anything?” It is “unlikely to have any real 
effect in forcing Pretoria to do something more about the 
violence in Natal. In our view the action was inappro- 
priate to the goal.” In addition, “the ANC may argue 
that industrial action is about the only peaceful weapon 
it possesses, but dissension within its own ranks (if 
nothing else) ought to force it to reconsider when and 
how it uses its own ‘ultimate deterrent.” 


Right-Wing Bomb Attacks ‘Acts of Terrorism’—A 
second editorial on the same page states “The bomb 
attack on the home of another Johannesburg councillor, 
Jan Burger, who has been associated with moves to open 
city amenities, suggests far-right responsibility and 
another priority area for the police.” ““None of the bomb 
attacks did more than damage property, but that is not 
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the point. They were acts of terrorism—meant to intim- 
idate and terrorise people.” Consequently. “protecting 
councillors and citizens from fanatics would seem a 
more useful occupation than snooping on radicals or 
liberals.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Country Must Prepare for Urban Growth—"If President 
de Klerk had not abandoned the racial divisions and 
social engineering favoured by his predecessors, South 
Africa’s demographic realities would have forced it soon 
enough,” notes Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 4 July in a page 8 editorial. “Our population 
iS increasingly black, increasingly young and increasingly 
concentrated in the major urban areas.” It is “inevita- 
ble” that the “new South Africa will be populous and 
urban. It will become a nightmare if much more time is 
wasted on ineffectual efforts to keep the cities small, tidy 
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and white: it may be vibrant if we welcome the urban 
growth, and make the cities hospitable to their people.” 


THE DAILY MAIL 


ANC Would Benefit From Talking, Not Shooting— 
Johannesburg THE DAILY MAIL in English on 4 July ina 
page 8 editorial says “Nelson Mandela seems to have caused 
a storm with the suggestion that the British Government 
and the IRA might do better by talking to each other than 
killing each other. British politicians have denounced any 
Suggestion that they should talk to ‘terrorists’ and ‘murder- 
ers’. Sound familiar? To us it sounds like exactly the sort of 
reaction a British politician would have gotten in South 
Africa a few years ago if he had suggested that Pretoria 
should speak to the the ANC.” In both South Africa and 
Northern Ireland, “both sides would benefit more from 
talking than from shooting.” 
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Angola 


Central Committee Supports Multiparty System 


MB040 7062990 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2200 GMT 3 Jul 90 


[Text] The MPLA [Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola]-Labor Party Central Committee's 25th 
ordinary session closed today after concluding that it will 
evolve toward a multiparty political system [words indis- 
tinct] MPLA-Labor Party Chairman Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos led the session. At the opening he invited the 
Central Committee to discuss important agenda issues 
concerning the party and the development of the 
Angolan fatherland. 


The document noies that President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos said the MPLA-Labor Party must grow to earn its 
place in society On its Own merits. The Angolan head of 
State affirmed that the party must fight to win its own 
political battles [words indistinct] the need to study ways 
to mobilize and recruit members; to root the party more 
firmly among workers, peasants, administrative workers, 
technicians, intellectuals, and students; and to coher- 
ently analyze [words indistinct] proprietors. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos noted that particular 
attention must be paid to administrative workers, techni- 
cians, intellectuals, and students because of some ideolog- 
ical confusion in the wake of change in East Europe. 


Military Commander Comments on Rebel-Zaire Links 


MB0407204190 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1945 GMT 4 Jul 90 


{Text} Luanda, 3 Jul (ANGOP)}—Northern Front Com- 
mander Higinio Rarneiro has said that it would have 
been impossible for UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] to establish a military 
base in Quimbele, Uige Province, without the aid of the 
Republic of Zaire. Colonel Higinio said this in an 
interview with the national media in Uige City carried 
by today’s edition of JORNAL DE ANGOLA. He said 
“there was sufficient evidence for this shameless inter- 
ference of the Republic of Zaire in the Angolan internal 
conflict.” Colonel Higinio said that with Zaire’s assis- 
tance, UNITA ts trying to create conditions to transform 
Quimbele into another Jamba. 


He also pointed out than in less than one month, five air 
violations were detected in the provinces of Uige, 
Malanje, and Zaire, from the Zairian territory. Colonel 
Higinio also said: “We can’t say that the planes just 
deviated from their flight route. The aim ts to provide 
material support to UNITA.” He pointed out that Zaire 
is one of the most solid bases for the illegal entry of 
foreign forces into Angola. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 15 


Returnee Notes Bases in Zaire 


MBO0507070070 Luanaa Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0600 GMT 5 Jul 90 


[Text] Compatriot (Ndongale Antonio) has told the 
media in Uige city that UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] uses several military 
bases and instruction centers in Zairian territory. The 
UNITA forces undergo their training there so they can 
then carry Oui their terrorist Operations inside the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola. 


Compatriot (Ndongale Antonio) said this when he 
returned to the country after 16 years in exile in the 
Republic of Zaire. (Ndongale Antonio) said that, in 
addition to making instruction centers available to 
UNITA, the Zainan Government also sends army 
officers to he!p train !)NITA gang members alongside 
U.S. and Israeli instructors. Those army officers also 
help in the transportation of U.S. war materiel from 
Matadi harbor and Kamina military base. 


Jonas Savimbi Says August Ceasefire Possible 


ABO0307153090 Paris AFP in English 1511 GMT 
3 Jul 90 


[Text] Lome, July 3 (AFP)—Rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi indicated here Tuesday that his National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) could implement a ceasefire with Angolan 
Government troops in August. 


Mr. Savimbi, briefing journalists at the end of a 48-hour 
trip to Togo, said his U.S. backed forces were “more 
optimistic than ever since the situation on the ground 
has changed.” 


He argued that the People’s Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola (MPLA) in power in Luanda since inde- 
pendence in i975 had iost the support of “allies who are 
no longer in a position to help it.” in a reference to 
formerly communist East European nations. 


“This is going to help bring us to a round table for frank 
discussions and reach a ceasefire in August, perhaps 
obtaining total peace by the end of the year,” Mr. 
Savimbi said. “Even if negotiations drag on, we must 
sign a ceasefire to preserve human lives,” he added. 


The rebel leader met Togo’s President Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema twice to brief him on secret peace talks between 
UNITA and the Luanda government under Portuguese 
auspices. Togolese officials would give no details of Mr. 
Savimbi's destination on his departure. 


UNITA Reports 2 Jul Military Situation 


MB0407071990 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 0621 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Political and military situation report” as of 1900 
GMT on 2 Juiy] 
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[Text] [No dateline as received] 1|-fierce battles have 
been taking place at the northern front against enemy 
forces which sought to occupy UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] controlled areas 
in the Uige and Luanda/Bengo Provinces. 

Besides other actions, our forces attacked the 39th Tac- 
tical Group in the Cuilo Pombo area at about 13:25 bys 
{1125 GMT] on July |. Fourteen (14) MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] soldiers were 
killed and the three others captured. 2- On same the day, 
a military convoy travelling from Lomaum to Cabal! in 
Benguela Province was attacked. Twenty-one (21) 
MPLA soldiers were killed and six vehicles loaded with 
arms and combat ration destroyed in this action. Our 
forces seized 32 AK-47 rifles, besides any assortment of 
military equipment. 


3- Peace cannot exist while the MPLA continues to run 
away from direct and honest negotiations with UNITA. 
Freeland of Angola. July 2, 1990. 

Military Intelligence Officer Zacharias Mundombe - brig. 


Comoros 


* Mitterrand Sets Conditions for More Aid 


YOAFUI83A Paris LE MONDE in French 
1S Jun 90 p 5 


{Article by Jacques Amalric, special correspondent in 
Moroni; first paragraph is LE MONDE introduction] 


[Text] After leaving Moroni, where the Comoran presi- 
dent, Mr. Djohar, requested an increase in French aid, 
Mr. Mitterrand arrived in Antananarivo late in the 
morning on Thursday June 14 for the final stop on his 
Indian Ocean tour. He is scheduled to return to Paris 
early Saturday. 


Moroni—The Moroni visit was undoubtedly the most 
difficult one for Mr. Mitterrand: The archipelago of the 
Comoros is a microcosm of all the ills that plague Africa 
and the enormous problems thus created for France. It 
was here last November that President Abdallah was 
assassinated by two aides to the notorious mercenary, 
Bo "Denard, whose job as the head of the presidential 
gu’. - was threatened once South Africa became 
viwilling to continue to finance the guard. 


After France intervened to force the white mercenaries 
to leave the archipelago, elections were held in March 
under the stewardship of Mr. Djohar, then interim 
president, in his capacity as chief justice of the supreme 
court. A retiring figure who had never sought the most 
powerful office before, Mr. Djohar received only 23 
percent of the vote in the first round of balloting, but he 
rallied the support of various moderates in the opposi- 
tion to win the second round with 55 percent of the vote, 
amid charges of fraud from his principal rival. 


In Mr. Djohar, Francois Mitterrand met a weak presi- 
dent who is under pressure from multiple sources to 
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return to the authoritarian and lucrative “Abdallah 
system,” all the more so because the Federal Islamic 
Republic of the Comoros is tottering on the verge of 
bankruptcy. The economy of the archipelago, which has 
no industry or resources other than vaniila and csseace 
of ylang-ylang and that has always had France to “cover” 
its budgetary shortfalls, has never been vibrant. 


But since the assassination of Mohammed Abdallah. 
there has been a general worsening: Tax and customs 
revenues have fallen to zero; the overstafted civil service 
receives its salaries months late: the educational system 
is deteriorating rapidly; and the tourism industry in 
whick South African invested is crumbling. 


Corruption and embezzlement reached new heights after 
the new authorities installed appointees selected on the 
basis of political expediency in an atiempt to shore up 
their hold on power. This also led to clashes with the 
French technical assistance personnel whose task ts to 
keep the public services running. 


Therefore, on his first meeting with Mr. Mitterrand, 
President Djohar requested an increase in French aid, 
which totaled 150 million francs in 1989, not including a 
238-million-franc debt, which has been forgiven. In 
return, President Djohar promised “to raise moral stan- 
dards in government conduct” with the goal of fostering 
“the birth of a new sense of government among all 
Comorans”™ and to revise the Constitution, which had 
been given an authoritarian cast by Mohammed 
Abdallah in 1984. 


There was no indication, however, that Mr. Djohar had 
set a deadline for constitutional revision or a time frame 
for legislative elections. 


Corruption and Uncooperativeness 


Mr. Mitterrand’s response consisted of two points: Aid will 
not be cut back from current levels, but neither will it be 
increased unless the theoretical democratization process 1s 
made a reality and the economy is “put in order,” a 
euphemistic term alluding to pervasive corruption and the 
uncooperativeness of Comoran officials when checks are 
made as to how French aid 1s being spent. 


Isn't it true that they are suspected of having several 
countries fund ihe same project? Isn't is also true that the 
many foreign assistance workers (who number more than 
100) complain that they are treated like drudging laborers, 
tasked with making up for the inadequacies of an army of 
civil servants who spend their time doing nothing? 


In contrast to this disastrous state of affairs, the question 
of Mayotte may seem trifling. But there is unanimous 
agreement on the subject of Mayotte among all local 
“chiefs” and probably the entire Comoran population of 
500,000 (60 percent of whom are under the age of 20!) 
who know that the living is easier on the island of 
Mayotte, which turned down independence in 1974. It 
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therefore came as no surprise ‘he' Mr. Dyohar expressed 
hopes for “a positive and definitive outcome to the 
Mayotte problem.” 


Mr. Mitterrand, recalling his opposition to the secession of 


Mayotte in 1974 as a French legislator, explained to Mr. 
Dyohar that it was necessary to go beyond—perhaps even to 
abandon—the problem of sovereignty and find practical 
ways of surmounting the “barriers” between the islands that 
make up the archipelago. “Unity can take many forms and 
we are going to seek them out,” he stated after asserting that 
the inhabitants of the archipelago, including the inhabitants 
of Mayotte, “are all Comorans.” 


Another delicate subject, not officially raised, is the 
reorganization of the Comoran armed forces in which 
some 60 French commissioned and noncommissioned 
officers have been playing a role since the French inter- 
vention in November. The goal is to incorporate into the 
regular army the 400 to 500 men who previously took 
orders from Bob Denard and whose exactions are well 
known throughout this country. 


As a result of this undertaking, French officers could 
soon find themselves heading up units deployed to keep 
order. The French side would very much like to avoid 
this, but there appears to be no alternative in the short 
term. No matter what angle this country 1s approached 
from, the Comoros continues to be a headache for Paris. 
a quagmire not easily avoided as long 2s the beginnings 
of a true state have yet to come clearly into focus. Mr. 
Mitterrand did not leave emptyhanded, however. Presi- 
dent Djohar presented him with a gift of a freshly caught 
and frozen coelacanth—the large primitive fish that 1s a 
specialty of the region. 


Mauritius 


* SA Ties Broaden; SAA Gains Airspace 


YOAFO2ISSB Port Louis LE MAURICIEN 
in French 8 Jun 90 p 7 


{Article by Harish Chundunsing: “SAA Airplanes Autho- 
rized To Overfly Madagascar’’] 


[Text] Over the last 10 days there has been a significant 
improvement in relations between South Africa and 
Madagascar. South African Airways (SAA) planes are 
once more overflying Madagascar, whose airspace was 
off limits to them until just recently. SAA’s representa- 
tive in Mauritius, Mr. Edouard Nairac, confirmed the 
news to LE MAURICIEN yesterday. 


This development ts a logical sequel to Malagasy Presi- 
dent Didier Ratsiraka’s recent statement on the possible 
re-establishment of diplomatic relations between the Big 
Island and South Africa. Mr. Ratsiraka had expressed his 
appreciation for the political reforms that his South 
African counterpart, Frederick de Clerk, had launched 
when he succeeded Pieter Botha as president. 
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Diplomatic sources say the Malagasy overflight author:- 
zation 18 interpreted as a first step in that direction. 
There ts already speculation that a South African 
embassy will be opened in Madagascar very shortly. 


If it actually happens, it will certainly change the regional 
diplomatic landscape, all the more because South Atrica 
currently maintains a highly visible presence on the 
Comoros Islands. 


* Nababsing Sees Possible IMIMI/PT Alliance 
YOAROISS A Port Louis LE MAURICTEN in French 
YJun Ypl 


{ Article: “Nababsing Says MMM To Be in Neat Govern- 
ment} 


[Text] The political situation has been evolving at dizzying 
speed in the last few days, and 11 1s difficult to be certain—or 
even venture an educated guess—what alliances the po..dical 
parties now in the government will be forging. Bult the 
possibility of new alliances 1s precisely what has everyone so 
excited these days. As Dr. Prem Nababsing. leader of the 
MMM [Mauritian Militant Moves..ent] and the opposition. 
Said in an interview with us, “everyone is talking about 
alliances just now. Most Mauritians realize that great 
changes are in the works. We do not yet know with whom we 
might forge an alliance or whether we will go alone into the 
neat elections.” 


All the same, Dr. Nababsing drops hints that say a great 
deal about the current thinking of the “mauve” leader- 
ship. Asked about the various possibilities, Dr. Nabab- 
sing Said right off that “regardless of how things turn out, 
the MMM will be in the government when the next 
elections take place, and that should not be far off.” But 
with the MSM [Mauritius Socialist Movement] or with 
the PT [Labor Party]? Although he could not give a 
definitive answer, the MMM leader said, “we want to 
govern with the greatest possible consensus, in order to 
build real national unity.” With the MSM? “It 1s almost 
impossible today to speak of negotiations with the 
MSM...and we do not want to dialogue with a pariy that 
is becoming more and more unpopular.” With the PT” 
“The PT has distanced itself from the MSM recently. 
Labor's rhetoric 1s changing, and the things tt ts doing are 
consonant with MMM’s philosophy.” 


Mozambique 


U.S. Signs Three Year Agricultural Agreement 


MBO0407 202890 Maputo in English to Southern Arica 
1800 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Text] The governments of Mozambique and the United 
States today signed an agreement providing $12.5 mil- 
lion to support Mozambique’s private agricultural 
sector. The agreement provides for a total of $45.05 
million for a period of three years. A total of $13.55 
million of this amount was raised in 1989. 


18 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


The grant will help support the rehabilitation of Mozam- 
bique’s agricultural production capacity to enable the 
country to be self-sufficient in food production. The 
money provided in today’s agreement will be utilized to 
import tractors, trucks, other agricultural equipment 
[words indistinct] and fertilizers. 


The Government of the United States has donated from 
1984 to 1989 an amount of $67.75 milhon which was 
utilized to support the family, cooperative. and private 
sectors. At the signed ceremony today. Mozambique was 
renresented by the minister of cooperation, Jacinto 
Veloso, while the United States was represented by the 


country’s ambassador. Melissa Wells. and the director of 


the United States Agency for Internaiional Develop- 
ment, USAID, (Julius Smith Howard.) 


* Libyan Delegation Visits; Explores Relations 


* Cooperation Discussed 
YOAFOI3SA Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
16 May YWps 


[Text] Yesterday morning [15 May] in Maputo. ministerial 
delegations from the People’s Republic of Mozambique and 
from the Socialist [People’s] Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah 
began official talks aimed at discussing and approving a 
program of action to set in motion the agreements that were 
reached in the various areas of cooperation during the visit 
that President Joaquim Chissano paid to that North African 
country last February. 


Leading the two countries’ delegations, which are made 
up of employees of institutions connected with the areas 
of trade, education, information, culture. finances, and 
agriculture, were, among others, Minister of Commerce 
Daniel Gabriel Tembe and Secretary of the People’s 
Committee for Economy and Commerce Farhat S. 
Shirninah, who represented Mozambique and Libya 
respectively. 


During the talks held last February between the minis- 
terial delegations of the two countries during President 
Joaquim Chissano’s visit to Libya, 1 was decided that 
commissions from the two countries should meet within 
three months to negotiate the technical agreements on 
cooperation that were established 


In addition to participating tn the talks that neat Friday 
[18 May]. [garbled text] agreements, the Libyan delega- 
Lion 1S going to visit various productive units headquar- 
tered in the capital at the same time that it 1s going to 
maintain contacts with the varying entities of the 
Mozambican Government. 


* Debt Rescheduled 
YOAFO2I35B Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 
21 May 90 p 3 


[Text] The Government of Libya 1s going to reschedule 
Mozambique's $7.5 million debt, according to a report 
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released yesterday [20 May] by Radio Mozambique, 
which added that the announcement was made last 
Friday {18 May] in Maputo at the conclusion of the talks 
that were held between the ministerial delegations of the 
two countries, during which they further agreed on the 
formation of a joint commission. 


For the 1990-92 biennium, that North African country is 
going to grant scholarships to Mozambicans in the areas of 
construction, agriculture, information, and the petroleum 
industry. The report added that with regard to maritime 
transportation, the two countries will have to coordinate 
efforts to charter a ship which will later become the property 
of the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 


lt was reported that the Libyan delegation that arrived in 
our country last Monday [14 May] to hold talks with 
Mozambuique’s governmental authorities was received 
last Saturday afternoon [19 May] by President Joaquim 
Chissano at Ponta Vermelha Palace in Maputo 


At the meeting. Mozambique’s head of state and Dr. 
Farhat Shirninah, the secretary of the People’s Com- 
mittee for Economy and Trade. who led the Libyan 
delegation. reviewed the level of cooperation and rela- 
tions between the two countries. 


The visit by the Libyan delegation, which returned home 
last Saturday [19 May], came as the result of President 
Joaquim Chissano’s visit to that country last February, 
during which the two parties decided to increase the present 
level of cooperation and to extend it to several areas. 


* Tete Cholera Epidemic Requires Urgent Measures 


WAFOLS8SD Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 
25 May 9) p 3 


[Text] A total of 24 deaths and 668 positive cases reported. 


Cholera will continue for a long time to destroy human 
lives in Tete, unless measures are taken to obviate the 
conditions which are contributing to the outbreak, such 
as the inefficient sewer system which ends at the 
Zambes: River with no provision for water treatment 
and a general housecleaning of the city itself. The present 
outbreak which occurred on 30 April resulted in 24 
deaths and a total of 668 cases verified as being positive. 
This information was given yesterday to NOTICIAS by a 
source representing the Ministry of Health and given the 
responsibility of making an epidemiological investiga- 
tion of the case. 


The health officials associated with the epidemiological 
investigation of the case state that the outbreak of cholera in 
Tete 1s directly connected with the constant movement of 
displaced persons between Mozambique and Malawi. 
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According to the representative of the Ministry of 


Health, Tete labors under conditions which lead to 
outbreaks of cholera; this was the case last year and the 
same holds true this year, with the possibility of an even 
greater incidence of the disease in the future. 


The informant then went on to say that conditions are 
ripe for an increase in cholera in Tete due to two factors: 
the sewer system which terminates at the Zambesi River 
with no provision for water treatment and a general 
housecleaning of the city itself. 


The city is located on a rocky and hilly terrain and this 
makes it difficult to construct latrines and sanitary land- 
fills. This situation requires considerable support on the 
part of Tete’s Executive Council in making arrangements 
for the removal of garbage and miscellaneous filth which 
accumulates in the districts and throughout the city. 


Representatives of the health organizations, making an 
on-site visit to Tete to observe conditions first-hand. 
recognize that Tete’s provincial government is not 
capable of resolving those problems and that the respon- 
sibility should therefore be in the hands of the country’s 
central government. 


* Electricity Company Notes Losses From Sabotage 


YOAFO2S8C Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
25 May 90 p 3 


{Article by AIM reporting staff] 


[Text] During a period of 53 days repeated acts of 


sabotage on the Komatpoort line which conveys power 
from South Africa to Maputo have deprived the Mozam- 
bican capital of its normal source of electrical power, this 
occurred in the first four months of this year. Officials 
connected with the Mozambique Electric Company 
(EDM) estimate that from January to April of this year 
the firm lost $5.5 million, including alternative produc- 
tion costs and loss of income. 


According to statistical information supplied by AIM 
[MOZAMBIQUE INFORMATION AGENCY] to 
EDM, in April alone Maputo was without power for 584 
hours (24 days). 


In January, Maputo was deprived of power for 249 hours, in 
February 98 hours, and in March 338 and ' hours. 


This year there has been a total of 29 interruptions in the 
supply of electricity, 18 being due to technical problems. 
These did not last long. 


During this period there were also 11 acts of sabotage 
involving the towers which convey the electrical power. 
One tower was sabotaged on 11 January and another on 
3 April. The armed bandits also destroyed another tower 
in acts of sabotage. 
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On 14 May the brigands destroyed another lower, on this 
occasion, the EDM restored power on 18 May. 


The South Africa-Maputo power line was restored to 
service in 1985 after suffering damage trom severe 
storms which occurred in that vear. Since that ume, 43 
towers have been sabotaged. more than a third occurring 
this year. 


These acts of sabotage forced Maputo to resort to 
thermal power plants operated with coal and a combi- 
nation of gas and oi! which. however. did not satisty 
Maputo’s requirements. The South Africa-Maputo line 
alone has a capability of LOO megawatts. 


4 


Under normal conditions Maputo requires 72 megawatts 
and the thermal power plant is limited to 42 megawatts 
This means that acts of sabotage involving Maputo’s towers 
cause the country’s power supply to be greatly restricted 


In the 53 days in which the power line did not supply 
electricity, the thermal power plant consumed 7.145 tons 
of coal and 11.8 million liters of the gas-oi! combination. 


* Norwegian Group Finances Reforestation Project 
YOAFOISSB Maputo NOTICTAS in Portucues 
30 May 90 p 3 


{Article by Chimoi correspondent Fausto Henriques} 


[Text] In keeping with the future need to obtain wood fuel 
and help maintain an ecological balance in the area, the 
nongovernmental Norwegian organization known as Red 
Barna has agreed as of February 1990 to finance a refores- 
lation project in the province of Manica. The project 
involves the planting of 240,000 trees of the Leucaena 
species in a total area of about 200 hectares in the villages ot 
Nhambonda, Marera, Bengo, and Matsinhe in the Gondola 
District of Manica. About 42.000 Zimbabwean dollars were 
allocated for the project, equivalent to a little more than 15 
million meticais. 


According to Joao Tiago Ribeiro. head of the Provincial 
Services for Forests and Wild Animals (SPFFB) and 
responsible for the project. the money could be con- 
verted into meticais or American dollars if the need 
arises, thus fac\litating the purchase of raw materials and 
production equipment 


Other Organizations Also Interested 


Despite certain difficulties, the Manica Province retor- 
estation project financed by Red Barna has made 


progress. Seeing that the project 1s Mecting wilh success, 
particularly in the production of seedlin gant- 
zations have requested assistance in th n of 


the aforementioned villages. 


This occurred in the case of the Manica Rural! Develop- 
ment Program (PIDRM) which calls for the reforestation 
of the villages of Monte Chimono, Ganhira, Chicaule, 1A 
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C, and Chigodore: and in the case of OXFAM [expan- 
sion unknown}—Canaca soliciting support in a project 
invviving the planting of trecs in the village of Almada in 
Vanduzi. 


Joao Tiago said that, in view of the possibility of 
satisfying these requests, “we are increasing our produc- 
tion level to 500,000 trees.” He also said that the support 
given by these two organizations will be on a nonprofit 
basis and will serve only to compensate the entities 
involved for the additional plantings. 


Our information source also said that Manica’s Provin- 
cial Directorate of Agriculture (DPAM), in cooperation 
with those services, has drawn up a document directed to 
the provincial organizations tn question urging them to 
help solve the problem of the people’s wood-fuel supply 
and also help maintain an ecological balance in some 
parts of the province's central area, particularly where 
forests farms have given way to collective farms and the 
cutting of trees for firewood. 


He told our news staff that one of the essential objectives 
of this cooperation was to help solve a number of 
concurrent problems, such as fertilization of the soil 
through the forestation, the production o! traditional 
construction material, and forage for the animals. 


According to the head of the SPFFB, Red Barna was the 
first organization which responded to the appeal for 
money and this made it possible to begin the project in 
February of this year, with two intermediate forestry 
technicians and 10 field workers. 


It 1s known that due to the social instability prevailing in 
some areas of the province, many of the rural inhabitants 
are presently moving to safer areas, such as those in the 
vicinity of Chimoio, district headquarters, and other 
urban centers. Generally speaking, the number of people 
inhabiting those urban centers 1s greater than the volume 
of forest area that surrounds them. 


Throughout the last few years, the forest area has been 
gradually diminishing to the point where it now has a 
radius which is greater than five km from the site of the 
urban population, causing the inhabitants to settle else- 
where in search of wood fuel and thus lowering the 
production yield per family. 


“The most alarming situation is that which prevails 
around the districts of Chimoio whose inhabitants have 
less purchasing power with regard to wood and are thus 
forced to use shrubs, branches. and corncobs; in fact, 
anything which can be used as fuel. Another problem is 
that encountered along the Beira corridor where the 
felling of trees has caused extensive erosion and the 
silting of rivers and dams,” said Joao Ribeiro, adding 
that in some rivers there is no longer any water, except 
when it rains. 


Since Manica Province has a hilly terrain, the people use 
the river valleys, mountain sides, and other slopes for 
agriculture, which adds to the problem. 
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Recently, the SPFFB had to take drastic measures with 
the assistance of local organizations and districts in 
Chicamba and Mavuz where there are hydroelectric 
dams located in areas considered safe but where the rural 
population is prohibited from cstablishing collective 
farms remote from the dam sites themselves. which 
could contribute to the indiscriminate felling of trees for 
clearance purposes. 


Introducing the Leucaena Species 


“In view of all these problems and based on the laws in 
effect in the country. the services in question are respon- 
sible for promotimg the reforestation of the devastated 
areas, an activity which the state 1s not presently able to 
subsidize. Hence, our appeal which received an imme- 
diate response from the Norwegian organization, Red 
Barna,” says our source. 


It 1s to be noted that the document calling for assistance 
involves a type of plant which solves a number of problems 
simultaneously—the Leucaena. According to Joao Ribeiro. 
it grows rapidly, attaining a height of six meters in two and 
one-half years as verified in an experiment carried oul on a 
private farm in the vicinity of Chimoio where, in eight 
months, the trees reached a height of two to three meters, 
some already sprouting seeds. 


A number of publications were also sent to the organi- 
zations to which appeals had been made disclosing the 
results already obtained in Malawi where. for example. 
there are extensive areas of forests being utilized by the 
peasants for a combination of agricultural and forestry 
activities, with positive results. “The yield per hectare 
has doubled due that combination of activities, for 
Leucaena is a tree which stores nitrogen in the soil and 
this promotes agricultural growth,” said Joao Ribeiro. 


“After the money becomes available.” explains our 
informant, “the work begun in February with the estab- 
lishment of a nursery will show good progress inasmuch 
as the planned production of saplings scheduled to begin 
in the current month will benefit from the humid condi- 
tions obtained in the low areas prior to the dry season.” 


Initial Planting in Nhambonda 


The village of Nhambonda was chosen as the project's 
pilot model and “our attention will be directed princi- 
pally to that village in our aliempt to solve the people's 
troublesome situation.” said Joao Ribeiro. 


The work involved in the project 1s more in the nature of 
forestry development in that a technician housed in the 
village will remain on call 24 hours per day, directing. 
listening. and disclosing all the aspects of the project and 
its objectives. Two intermediate-level technicians of the 
DPA [Provincial Directorate of Agriculture] are also on 
hand and will be provided living quarters by designated 
families in Nhambonda. 
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The work to be perforraed in this village will begin with 
the participation of the peasants guided by the techni- 
cians in laying out the forested plots, aligning the trees to 
be planted, digging the holes in which the saplings are to 
be planted, and the actual planting itself, the entire 
procedure being explained by the technicians. 


“We had problems in the beginning due to the lack of 
familiarity with this new activity and we received assis- 
tance and cooperation from political organizations and 
the elderly. We are doing this because we want the forest 
to be preserved and utilized for firewood and other 
purposes in the province and we hope to have good 
results,” said Joao Tiago Ribeiro in conclusion. 


It is to be noted that this project has been closely 
followed by Red Barna, which is also interested in 
providing support to other villages in the province in the 
future. Hence, the Norwegian firm is attempting to 
encourage the peasants to obtain technical knowledge 
regarding this problem for further implementation in the 


neighboring villages. 
Namibia 


3 Jul Press Review on ANC Windhoek Office 
MB0307110090 


{Editorial report] 


THE NAMIBIAN 


ANC Offfice in Namibia Necessary—Editor Gwen Lister 
refers in her “Political Perspective” column on page 6 of 
Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English on 29 June to 
the ANC’s opening an office in Windhoek, saying its 
presence “may prompt opposition parties in the 
National Assembly to urge the Government to similarly 
accommodate other South African factions opposed to 
the ANC, or even UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] for that matter.” However, 
because the South African Government already has a 
trade mission there the ANC presence is necessary to 
“balance the scales.” The independent Namibia cannot 
and must not forget its allies from the days of struggle. It 
is all very well to suddenly be on the best of terms with 
the U.S. Administration and other governments which 
were hardly supportive of SWAPO [South-West African 
People’s Organization] when it faced South Africa on the 
battlefield, but it is quite another to forget one’s friends.” 


Zambia 


Coup Leader Member of Tribal ‘Royal House’ 


MB0407 130290 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Text] The paramount chief of Zambia's biggest tribe has 
identified a mutinous army lieutenant detained after an 
abortive coup as a member of the tribe's royal house. 
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However, Chief Chitimukv!u denied widespread specu- 
lation that the Bemba tripe, which comprises about 40 
percent of Zambia's population of 7.5 million people. 
had supported this coup alitempt. 


Chief Chitimukulu told newsmen that Lt. Mwamba 
Luchembe., the son of a senior Bemba chief. had had no 
support and that the Bemba people would not tolerate 
such nonsense 


Lt. Luchembe was arrested by fellow soldiers at dawn on 
Saturday [30 Junc] after broadcasting on the radio that 
the army had toppled the government. The incident 
followed five days of bloody unrest sparked by the 
doubling of the price of maize meal, which 1s Zambia's 
staple food. 


In the meantime, the Zambian minister of finance, Mr. 
Gibson Chigaga. has told a conference on African devel- 
opment in the Dutch town of Maastricht that in spite of 
the massive public protests. the government will not 
rescind the price increase. Last year the Zambian Gov- 
ernment introduced a program approved by the IMF in 
a bid to cut down its foreign debt. Mr. Chigaga told the 
conference that although he understood the public anger. 
he saw no alternative to the increase. 


Government Reports 26 Deaths in Food Price Riots 


MB0407184590 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Text] The government has put the death toll of the 
recent riots over high mealic meal prices in Lusaka 
[words indistinct] disturbances at 26 and 124 injured, 
most of whom have been discharged. The prime min- 
ister, Mr. Masheke, said out of the 26 deaths which 
include one policeman who was stoned to death [words 
indistinct] he has said investigations were going on into 
the cases of the riots and last Saturday's [30 June] coup 
attempt, which he said was swiftly crushed by loyal 
defense and security forces. General Masheke, who was 
speaking in parliament on the coup attempt [words 
indistinct] told the House that under the circumstances, 
he did [words indistinct]. 


Court Rejects Officer's Statement in Trial 


MB0S07084790 Lusaka Domestic Service in Enelish 
1800 GMT 4 Jul 90 


[Text] The Lusaka High Court today rejected a state- 
ment of [words indistinct] (?caution) from former Army 
Commader Lieutenant General Christon Tembo [words 
indistinct] because it was allegedly obtained (?under 
oppressive manner). 


The High Court judge, Mr. (Webster Lugemba) has said 
that the [word indistinct] of the court [word indistinct] 
Lieutenant General (Luzwayo Mkonta) on the grounds 
that it was given freely and voluntarily. Tembo and 
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(Kunika) were charged with Lieutenant General (Mon- 
gopula) and Major Knight Mulenga as planning to over- 
throw the Zambian Government through [words indis- 
tinct] and they have all clenied six charges of treason. 


Defense says Tembo was denied medical attention from 17 
to 22 October 1988 at (Timber Valley) and that he gave his 
statement while he was (?sick). It was also said that Tembo 
was denied a special diet and given to understand that his 
(?son was not) safe and that he would not see (?him) until he 
would (give) a confession statement. 


He explained that prolonged interrogations, denial of 
access to his lawyers, and promises that he would be 
released if he confessed and apologized to the president. 
[sentence as heard] 


The defense also contended that Tembo was not warned 
and (?cautioned) [words indistinct] a statement was 
(’induced) from [word indistinct] Judge (Lugemba) was 
giving his ruling in the trial within tral in the treason 
case in which the defense, led by Mr. (Levin Muna- 
wassa), urged the court to reject statements obtained 
from the two army officers on the grounds that they were 
not made freely and voluntarily. 
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Zimbabwe 


Ending 25 Years Of Emergency Rule Considered 


4 B0307174990 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1800 GMT 3 Jul 90 


[Text] The Zimbabwean minister of home affairs. Mr. 
Moven Mahachi, says Zimbabwe is considering ending 25 
years of emergency rule. Mr. Mahachi said consultations 
were under way with Zimbabwean government ministries 
and security departments to determine whether to renew the 
State of emergency. Assessments were being made of the 
country’s political insecurity situation, as well as the situa- 
tion in countries bordering Zimbabwe. 


When President Mugabe took power as prime minister of 
Zimbabwe on independence in 1980, the government kept 
the emergency powers which were introduced by the former 
Rhodesian government in 1965. The state of emergency 
empowers the goverment to do literally anything. ranging 
from controlling consumer prices. to detaining people 
without trial, to restricting political activity. 
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Ivory Coast 


Liberian Official Arrives on Private Aircraft 
ABOU407214890 Paris AFP in French 2114 GMT 
4 Jul YO 


[Text] Abidjan, 4 Jul (AFP}—A high-ranking Liberian 
Government official arrived today in Abidjan on board 
a private aircraft from Monrovia, the beseiged capital of 
Liberia. airport officials stated. 


They said the aircraft arrived at 1630 GMT, but did not 
disclose the identity of the Liberian official or the 
purpose of his visit. 


Informed sources in Abidjan, however, said Liberian 
Minister of State for Presidential Affairs Alvin Jones. a 
close assoctate of President Doe's, left Monrovia carlier 
in the day on his way to Ivory Coast. 


Several members of the government have left Monrovia 
since the rebels of the National Patriotic Front (NPFL) 
lauched an attack to drive President Doe out of power in 
December 1989. 


Newspaper Interviews Student Organization Leader 
180307064390 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 28 Jun 90 pp 4-5 


[Interview with Aboubacar Keita. president of the Move- 
ment of Students and Pupils of the Ivory Coast, MEECI, 
by FRATERNITE MATIN reporter Eugene Douayere— 
place and date not given: first paragraph is FRATER- 
NITE MATIN introduction] 


[Text] What future is there for the youth and especially 
the youth of the Democratic Party of Ivory Coast- 
African Democratic Rally [PDCI-RDA] in this new 
political context, namely that of the multiparty system? 
Ivory Coast students and pupils, coming together under 
the umbrella of the Movement of Students and Pupils of 
the Ivory Coast, plan to examine these questions soon at 
a seminar, the date of which is yet to be fixed. It is to 
prepare for this seminar that the National Executive 
Comittee yesterday began a series of meetings with the 
presidents of some schools’ grassroots committees at the 
movement's headquarters located along the road to 
Bingerville. According to President Keita Aboubacar 
Keita, it 1s aimed at evolving strategies and drawing up 
discussion plans to create better awareness among mili- 
tants. In the following interview, he elaborates a bit more 
on the MEECT's stand on multiparty system and on the 
seminar to be held before the next PDCI-RDA congress 
and that of the MEECT. 


[Douayere] Mr. President, beginning today you are 
Starting a series of meetings with presidents of the 
MEECT's grassroots commitices of some schools. Is this 
aimed at preparing for the resumption of school 
announced for 3 September? 
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[Keita] For four months now, students and pupils have 
been on a compulsory vacation following demonstra- 
tions that led to all that we know. These student demon- 
strations were at first prompted by social grievances, and 
I said at my press conference, this situation was capital- 
ized on by some people who wanted to turn il into a 
political matter. They therefore incited the university 
students to make such political demands as the introduc- 
tion of a multiparty system in addition to their social 
demands which, again, led to this series of strikes. 
Indeed. we recall that in view of this series of strikes, the 
main cause of which was political, the PDCI-RDA 
Political Bureau decided to introduce a multiparty 
system in the country. 


And as you know, the MEECI 1s a specialized section of 
the PDCI, and therefore, as a section of the party, we 
have to conform to the onentations and decisions that 
are made by the leadership of the party. It 1s therefore 
more or less within the framework of the new political 
atmosphere of our country that, like the Political Bureau 
which toured the interior of the country to explain this 
new political scene that we feel that it 1s normal that we 
should also be able to explain the new experience we are 
going through to our militants. 


Obviously before the student demonstratn as, we were 
living within a one-party system, and as such we were the 
only leaders of students and pupils. and every pupil and 
student was considered a member ot the MEECI and a 
full member of the PDCI. Since there 1s now political 
pluralism, this means citizens of this country can form 
political parties, and therefore students and pupils also 
can form their own associations or unions. In this new 
situation, it 1s Obvious that we are going to witness 
changes and therefore, it is proper that we explain all 
these to our militants and discuss together what our new 
attitude is going to be. It is in this context that we 
deemed it proper to organize a seminar to clearly define 
our position on the introduction of multiparty system, 
and also speak about how we sec the future of the Ivorian 
youth in terms of his training. and especially the future 
of the youth of the PDCI-RDA in terms of their political 
training. since in this multiparty system, the MEECT 1s, 
for the moment, the only youth wing of the PDCI. Since 
we are now in a mulitparty system, there 1s no gainsaying 
that the youth wing of the PDCI-RDA will no longer be 
limited to pupils and students. For strategic reasons. one 
must go bevond these two entities and create a youth 
Organization that takes into account all the components 
of .ne youth of the PDCI-RDA. Of course, we should not 
remain indifferent to all these issues; we must be able to 
determine our position and say how we see the future of 
the youth of the PDCI-RDA within the context of 
political pluralism. 


[Douayere] What is the aim of this series of mectings’ 


[Keita] To answer your question, | have said it already. 
we plan to organize seminars. And to this end, we 
wanted first of all to hold preparatory meetings with our 
militants to inform them and give them some tssucs to 
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think about. This 1s aimed at helping them prepare also 
for the seminar to actually reflect on the prevailing 
issues. Of course, a seminar of this kind 1s different trom 
a traiming course. And from experience we know that 
with a large number of people it 1s always difficult to do 
good and effective work. That is why in conjuction with 
the party leadership we targeted a certain number of 
schools which will participate in the deliberations of the 
seminar. It 1s not to discriminate, but rather we aim at 
effectiveness. We will have to participate in the next 
PDCI congress, and we will no doubt have to air our 
views on the new policy of the party and its reorganiza- 
tion. We, the movement's leadership, consider this pav- 
ticipation as a serious task, so serious that we cannot 
organize a seminar just to play. That is why we have 
opted for reducing the number of participants, and if we 
want to do a good job. we think we can have about 200 


people. 


[Douayere] Might people not think that the schools that 
have not been called for the seminar might raise problems? 


[Kesta] What you have said ts not completely wrong. but 
usually. when we organize seminars, we make a clear-cut 
diference between seminars and training courses. We 
had organized some seminars such as that in Gagnoa in 
1981 during the term of office of Comrade Maurice 
Kakou who, at a meeting of the National Council —the 
MEECT had been on the occasion allowed to make its 
stand known on a number of national issues— had then 
called for time for reflection to help us hold contacts with 
the grassroots militants, harmonize our views, and make 
concrete proposals to the party leadership. Indeed, these 
contacts were held with a large number of militants. But. 
it 1s worth mentioning that the present context 1s not 
clear at all as it 1s different from the previous one, and 
this 1s why we fully agree with you. 


At that time, the movement was organized in such a way 
that there were in cach town what 1s called regional 
conferences, that 1s assembhies of chairmen at the level of 
regional education directorates and coordinating com- 
mittees in cach town, and they were those who had had 
the time to hold contacts with grassroots militants. 
Currently, the context is different: schools are closed and 
we cannot ask chairmen of grassroots committees to hold 
contacts with their militants as 1 should be since most of 
our comrades have returned to their villages or are even 
in Abidjan. This is one of the difficulties we have been 
confronted with in addition to the problem of infrastruc- 
ture. Currently, the reality 1s that schools are closed and 
we would find it difficult to get a place to gather more 
than 600 to 700 students and pupils. 


[Douayere] It 1s true that schools are closed, but the 
PDCI congress is around the corner and the resumption 
of school for the third quarter 1s slated for 3 September. 
Do you think you have enough time to inform the 
grassroots militants’ 


[Keita] If the congrss should possibly take place in October, 
we think that we have enough time to hold contacts with the 
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grassroots and to assess what we will have to do. Concerning 
the seminar, we will mect soon, and our conclusions will 
serve as a plan for meetings with the comrades at which we 
will brief them on the seminar. 


{[Douayere] The resumption of school has been 
announced for 3 September. As the MEEC] chairman, 
do you envisage this reopening” 


[Kerta] In my capacity as the MEECT leader, we can only 
hope that the academic year waich was declared invalid, 
will not be completely lo | as all of us know the dis- 
turbing consequences tha, result from an invalid aca- 
demic year. And this ts why, when the government had 
invalidated the year, we held mectings at which we 
clearly defined our comrades’ stand, namely they would 
not like this academic year Jo be invalidated. In this 
regard, we briefed the government on our desire to help 
ensure better the resumption of school. 


Among other things, the students and pupils were 
demanding the cancellation of the Junior High School 
Diploma, the return to the former Senior High School 
Diploma system and a revision of the scholarships rates 
and so on. We made it a point to forward these demands 
to the appropriate authorities for eventual examination. 
The reopening of classes has been slated for September 
and we dare hope the government will give us a positive 
response. We are in permanent contact with the various 
ministers who are now examining the various rssucs 
raised in our demane-. 


We think the gov.cnment was right in announcing 
clearly and precisely the date for the resumption of 
classes because this removes any doubts that persist in 
the minds of people and permits students and pupils to 
get set for classes. 


Concerning the resumption of classes proper, we are not 
going to stop at organizing reflection days. We intend to 
draw up a program to be submitted to the party headquar- 
ters and if it 1s endorsed, we will undertake information 
tours into the interior of the country to educate local 
officials on the attitude to adopt at the reopening and this 
comportment should be in line with the maintenance of 
order, discipline, and serenity for the schools’ reopening. 


[Douwayere] We mentioned that with the new political 
lanscape, the PDCI youth should no longer be restricted 
to this student community. How then do you define this 
new concept of PDCI youth? Do you not feel you have 
devoted your actions solely to students” 


[Keita] | have been a MEECI member for exacil; six or 
seven years [as published] and | remember that we have 
always associated other youth groups with cach and 
every one of our activities, training seminars, health 
work camps. ctc., for the simple reason that when we 
assumed the leadership of the movement we set our- 
selves three major goals, namely, renewe? attachment to 
the party, political and union training, and openness to 
other communal and youth unions, associations, and 
movements and to other countries. 
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{ Douayere] Today, the time has come to choose. What is 
the MEECI position? 


[Keita] It must be remarked that the MEECI was one of the 
first institutions which, prior to the introduction of mul- 
typarty democracy, enjoyed democracy withing our system 
and this is, moreover, one of MEECI’s positive aspects. 
You could say that the MEECI has long been initiated to 
democracy and the local committee elections are proof of 
this. The other positive aspect is that the youth has become 
familiarized with the democratic process. Today we are in 
a pluralist democratic system and we ask those who want 
to leave the “common home” to let this departure only be 
at the level of viewpoints. We hope that what they will 
have learned from the MEECI will be of service to them in 
this new political situation. 


We have always told our militants that the MEECT is like 
a fa.nily and that there must be room for divergence of 
views. Opposition and opinion differences are a source 
of enrichment when they are only limited to mere ideas, 
but the moment they come to the level of persons, they 
become harmful. 


We hope that all that we are going to undertake from this 
new premise will be done with due respect to ideas and 
institutions. This is a fundamental principle. 


Liberia 
Reportage of Government-NPFL Activities 


Downtown Monrovia ‘Quiet’ 
ABO0307172990 London BBC World Service in English 
1618 GMT 3 Jul 90 


[From the “Closing Headlines”’] 


[Text] The latest news from Liberia is that there has been 
fighting today on the city outskirts, but we understand 
that the city center has been relatively quiet. The rebels’ 
claim out of the Ivory Coast that they are within 200 
yards of the Presidential Mansion is apparently not true. 


Woewiyu on Rebel Assault 


41B0307174990 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 3 Jul 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{Text} In Liberia troops of Charles Taylor’s National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL] yesterday attacked the 
capital. Monrovia itself. The situation there had been 
looking increasingly grim, with water and power supplies 
cut off. Roberts Field International Airport closed, and 
now, all international telephone and telex lines cut. 
Today, the rebels were claiming to have reached the 
center of the capital and to be close to President’s Doe 
heavily fortified mansion, although they do not claim to 
have full control of the city. Tom Woewiyu led the 
NPFL’s delegation to the recent peace talks in Freetown. 
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He is now back in the U.S. and on the line Robin White 
asked if this is the final assault. 


[Beging recording] [Woewiyu] Yes Robin, this is it. 
When we are done with this campaign, there will be no 
Doe, no more pains. This is the last effort, and when we 
are done with it the Liberian people will have something 
else to talk about, not Samuel Doe. 


[White] How many men are involved in this assault? 


[Woewiyu] Well, we have close to 15,000 armed men, 
and I believe the people that deal with our military 
strategies have the entire force at hand to do whatever is 
necessary to put this thing to an end. 


[White] Do you have the whole of the city now surrounded? 


[Woewiyu] You know the city of Monrovia is a peninsula 
and we are coming in from the three approaches into the 
peninsula. So, one can say yes the city is surrounded, 
because every road leading into the city or leading out of 
the city is guarded by our people. The only other way out 
is by ocean. 


[White] I understanu you also have a boat offshore to 
stop people escaping. 


[Woewiyu] We do have. 
[White] Are you prepared to let Doe go now? 


[Woewiyu] To be very frank with yu, we have provided 
opportunity for Doe to have gotten out of there or the 
understanding that whatever his concerns were they 
would have been addressed. Instead of doing that, he sat 
there and killed more people. maimed more people. 
destroyed more properties. And, in my view, the best 
thing we can do now is to arrest and have him answer to 
the law and to the world for what he has done. So our 
effort, now, is not to let Doe go, but to get hold of him 
and have him prosecuted. 


[White] The Americans have said that they will be 
prepared to help him out, if he wants to go. Would you 
be prepared to let them help him? 


[Woewiyu] If they can help him, God bless him. If they 
cannot, we will get him. 


[White] Are you, yourself, in negotiations with the Amer- 
ican State Department? 


[Woewiyu| Oh yeah, we are in full touch with them and 
I believe they are also in full touch with our leadership. 


[White] There were reports yesterday of your men 
coming into Monrovia with the look of revenge on their 
faces. What do say about that? 


[Woewiyu] I do not know who the psychologists are, but 
our people came into Monrovia to save the nation and 
they came prepared to be killed. und I believe one does 
not smile and one does [words indistinct] when you are 
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fac'ng an army such as the one that Doe has used against 
our people. So, whoever is putting out this interpreta- 
tion, that 1s their business. 


{White} Are you denying that your men are looking for 
revenge? 


{Woewiyu] No, we are not lookling for revenge, we are 
looking to save the nation. 


{White}] Now, before this assault began, electricity and 
water was cul off to Monrovia. Was this deliberate on 
your behalf? 


{Woewiyuj We did not have anything to do with that. 
You see, the water and...[changes thought] | am not too 
sure it 1s even deliberate on the part of anybody. But, | 
believe what happened is, when the fighting started, the 
water system runs on a pump and the pump has to be 
manned by someone physically. And maybe those people 
manning something like the water system and the water 
pump system may have run out of there and left the 
equipment unmanned. And, there was another problem 
of fuel shortage. All of this equipment runs on fuel, and 
there 1s nobody [word indistinct] and nobody feeding 
them with fuel. Obviously. they are going to go off. But, 
from our side. we have absolutely nothing to do with 
terminating the water. We would not do that, because we 
know that would create a serious health hazard for our 
people. [end recording} 


Rebels Attack Monrovia 


AB0307174090 Monrovia Radio LLWA in English 
L710 GMT 3 Jul 90 


[Text] Reports in Monrovia say the forces of the NPFL 
have finally attacked the city. Armed government troops 
can be seen all over the city, while residents remain 
mostly indoors. Yesterday, heavy machine gun fires were 
reported to the west and ast of Monrovia, but it was not 
clear which forces did the shootings. 


Water and power supplies in the city have been out for 
almost a week now and yesterday, reports monitored by 
ELWA News said the NPFL had cut all telephone and 
telex lines. The market places are virtually empty, as 
commuting in Monrovia 1s difficult. In the suburbs of 
the city, people have been seen seeking refuge elsewhere 
away from their own homes. 


Rebels at Port, Radio Station 


ABO40 7065890 Paris AFP in Eneltsh 1815 GMT 
3 Jul YO 


[Text] Abidjan, July 3 (AFP)—Liberian rebels are 
making a pincer movement on the Liberian capital and 
have reached the port of Monrovia on one side and the 
radio station on the other, only a few kilometres (miles) 
from the city centre, 11 was reported Tuesday [3 Jul]. 


Liberian coastguards had “deserted” their posts and army 
chiel of staff General Dubar planned to advise his men to 
lay down their weapons, a reliable source in Paris told AFP. 
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The centre of Monrovia was calm but deserted. Only troops 
loyal to President Samuel Doe were to be seen, said the 
source v ho asked not to be named. 


Different factions of the NPFL engaged in the battle to 
oust Mr. Doe were now racing against each other to see 
who could be first to reach the presidential beachside 
palace where he was entrenched with his guards, the 
source added. 


In Washington a State Department official [said,] 
“there’s heavy fighting northeast of Monrovia, on both 
sides of the Saint Paul river. The rebels have cut off all 
land exits” from Monvoria. The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said no decision had been taken 
on the possible evacuation by U.S. Marines of around 
800 U.S. citizens remaining in Liberia. Washington has 
also agreed to uso its forces to help Mr. Doe flee the 
country, but the embattled president has not requested 
such aid, the official said. The United States has more 
than 2,000 Marines stationed on four warships off the 
Liberian coast for use in a possible evacuation from 
Monrovia. [passage omitted] 


Monrovia Said ‘Chaotic’ 
1B0307214490 Paris AFP in French 2049 GMT 
3 Jul 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 3 Jul (AFP)—This situation was chaotic 
this evening in Monrovia, where the NPFL rebel forces 
seemed not to have arrived yet, but government soldiers 
were terrorizing the rare passersby, according to diplo- 
matic sources in radio contact with the Liberian capital. 
Many soldiers were strolling about the streets untidy and 
often drunk, without any leaders, but armed neverthe- 
less. the sources stated. They were attacking the rare 
passersby who were hurrying to get home before the 
curfew (1800 GMT), and seizing any vehicles still on the 
road despite the prevailing fuel shortage, according to 
the last remaining diplomats in Monrovia. 


Numerous stores and private residences were looted last 
night, often by soldiers who took advantage of the 
darkness that has prevailed since the rebels captured 
Mount Coffee village, site of a a hydroelectric power 
station a few kilometers from the capital. 


The NPFL forces did not seem to have progressed today, 
and there still seemed to be heavy fighting in the 
northern suburbs of the city, according to diplomats 
fearing more chaos now that there are rumors about 
President Samuel Doe's probable resignation. 


The two main radio stations, ELBS (governmental) and 
ELWA (religious), monitored in Abidjan, were broad- 
casting at 2000 GMT religious texts and songs on the 
occasion of the great Muslim festival (Ad el-Kebir), with 
apparently their two regular transmitters situated at the 
western outskirts of Monrovia. 


(In Paris, it was indicated today that the rebels this 
morning reached the Port of Monrovia and a radio 
station a few kilometers from the capital) 
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Beginning of a Solution Seen 
ABO0307224190 Paris AFP in French 2154 GMT 
3 Jul YO 


{[Exceprt] Abidjan, 3 Jul (AFP}—The beginning of a 
political solution to the Liberian civil war appeared 
today with the increasing probability of President 
Samuel Doe’s resignation, observers believe. 


The suggestion for this resignation was made to him 
today by Vice President Harry Moniba, House of Rep- 
resentatives President Samuel Hill, and Senator Archie 
Bernard, who are among the president's close associates. 
it was indicated from diplomatic sources in Abidjan. 


According to the Constitution, Vice President Harry 
Moniba should replace Mr. Doe, whose departure is the 
condition set by the rebels of the NPFL for any negoti- 
ations with the government, it is recalled. The NPFL 
recently abandoned its demand that the vice president 
and the government resign. [passage omitted] 


Doe Said Willing To Resign 
P.40307225590 Madrid EFE in Spanish 2201 GMT 
3 Jul 90 


{ Pext] Abidjan, 3 Jul (EFE}—Liberian President Samuel 
Doe is willing to resign provided safety is guaranteed for 
him and the members of his tribe, the Krahn, in view of 
the most recent attack that the rebels launched against 
Monrovia, diplomatic sources in the capital of the Ivory 
Coast reported today. According to the same sources, 
Doe, after consulting with his closest associates, agreed 
that his resigning and departing the country ts the only 
way Out in view of the rebels’ encirclement. 


Doe's resignation, demanded by the NPFL rebels as the 
preliminary requirement for a cease-tire, would take 
place only it the personal security of the president and 
the members of his tribe, the Krahn—who are con- 
fronted by the Gio tribe to which most of the rebels 
belong—is guaranteed. 


The rebel NPFL forces, which have been engaged in 
heavy fighting with the Liberian Army since Monday [2 
Jul], entered Monrovia today and are now very close to 
Doe's residence, according to other sources consulted in 
Abidjan. According to these sources, in radio contact 
with Monrovia, after the forces led by Charles Taylor cut 
all telephone communications on Monday. more than 
1.00 rebels entered the capital, are fighting Doe's troops 
in the streets, and control all access. 


President Doe, who has been offered asylum by Nigeria 
and Togo, offered the rebels a joint government with 
members of the NPFL and other jf > rties. 


(A U.S. Defense Department source said in Washington 
today that the U.S. Navy flotilla anchored off Liberia’s 
coast 1s prepared to evacuate U.S. citizens living in 
Monrovia, and even President Doe, if he so desires.) 
(Paris AFP in French at 1952 GMT on 3 July confirms 
Doe's willingness to resign.] 
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Troops Harassing Residents 
AB0407152690 Paris AFP in English 1801 GMT 
4 Jul WO 


[By Bernard Nicholas} 


[Text] Abidjan, July 4 (AFP) —Residents of the Liberian 
capital Monrovia were caught in the crossfire 
Wednesday [4 Jul] after rebels out to topple President 
Samuel Doe turned down his resignation offer, 
according to diplomatic sources. 


By Tuesday night, the rebels had infiltrated Monrovia 
suburbs, while streets closer to the city center were roamed 
by trigger-happy government troops with no apparent lead- 
ership. foreign diplomats reached from Abidjan said. Sol- 
diers many of whom were drunk, were stealing money from 
the few civilians to risk going out and commandeering the 
only vehicles left with any petrol in their tanks, they said. 
Several sources confirmed that troops from Mr. Doe's 
minority Krahn tribe were also attacking private houses, 
apparently harassing residents on an ethnic basis. In spite of 
attempts by what remained of the Liberian government to 
stop arbtary killings, troops were said to be murdering 
members of the Gio and Mano tribes that furnished most of 
the rebel forces. 


Rebel spokesman Tom Woewiyu, contacted in the 
United States, said late Tuesday that the NPFL rebels 
were in control of three-quarters of Monrovia. Rejecting 
an offer by Mr. Doe to resign, which was reported by 
diplomats here. Mr. Woewiyu said: “He has caused too 
much death and destruction. It’s our hope he will remain 
in Liberia and stand trial for his crimes.” But he added 
that if a foreign country, “for instance America, takes 
him out before we find him, good luck to him!” 


Mr. Doe, who seized power in a bloody military coup in 
the West African country in 1980, said Tuesday that he 
was in principle ready to go if his own security and that 
of the Krahn people were guaranteed. There have been 
numerous reports from refugees that the rebels have set 
up “people's tribunals” handing out death sentences in 
northern Liberia since they launched their incursion in 
Nimba County last December 24. Other reports have 
spoken of summary executions of mainly Krahn people 
in eastern Liberia. The war has claimed at least 5,000 
lives, while tens of thousands of refugees have fled to 
neighboring countries. The United States has publicly 
promised to help Mr. Doe if he steps down and asks to 
leave the country. His wife and their six children have 
been in London tor six weeks. 


The rebels, led by former civil servant Charles Taylor. 
have promised free elections within six months and 
respect for all ethnic groups. but many people fear 
bloody reprisals against the Krahns, especially in Mr. 
Doe's native Grand Gedeh county in the northeast. 
Several West African leaders and the United States were 
Wednesday secking a political solution to the conflict. 
The NPFL has put heavy armour and thousands of men 
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into the battle for Monrovia, but analysts said its forces 
appeared insufficient to take the capital. 


Mr. Doe was reported to have asked the rebels to say who 
they would put into government, but the NPFL has 
turned down this demand as unacceptable. Mr. Doe was 
said during the day Tuesday by a U.S. official to be in his 
seashore executive mansion guarded by some 500 loyal 
troops, while hundreds of other soldiers, fearful for their 
future, were stalking the city of some half a million 
inhabitants. 


On Wednesday, Liberian radio stations were almost 
inaudible here in the capital of neighboring Ivory Coast, 
but before telephone links were cut it was known that 
Monrovia had for days been without water. electricity 
and fuel, while stores were empty. 


Foreign ministers from The Gamuba, Mali, Nigeria, 
Togo, Sierra Leone and Guinea were due to meet 
Thursday in Freetown under the aegis of the 16-nation 
Economic Community of West African States (ECO- 
WAS) to work towards a political setthkement. Sierra 
Leone officials confirmed Wednesday. Several Liberian 
governmeit members have already left the country with 
no prospect of returning home. 


Further on Resignation 


ABO0407175790 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 4 Jul 90 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Communications with the Liberian capital, Mon- 
rovia, are still very dicey. Phones are down, the city 1s 
apparently surrounded by Charles Taylor's Patriotic 
Front rebels, gunfire can be heard in the suburbs, and 
everybody is waiting for Samuel Doe to make a decision 
about when and how he will go. Here is Ruth Folby: 


[Begin Folby recording] As of this morning, the rebels 
still have not moved into the city center. All that was 
going on was night fighting on the outskirts. Meanwhile, 
following President Doe's offer to step down on certain 
conditions, negotiations are under way, involving both 
the United States and ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States] and, in particular, the efforts of 
ECOWAS secretary general, Dr. Abbas Bundu. 


The Americans are in communication with both Doe 
and Charles Taylor and his supporters in the Ivory 
Coast. Doe reportedly offered to step down on three 
conditions: He is insisting on a guarantee for his own 
safety. Second, he is demanding a guarantee for the 
safety of Krahns, especially those in the Army. And, 
third, he wishes to hand over power to an interim 
government which ts not headed by Charles Taylor. This 
last condition apparently has the backing of both 
ECOWAS and the Americans and has already been put 
to rebel leader Charles Taylor. And there are some signs 
that Taylor is prepared to accept this, although a major 
[word indistinct] remains about the nature of this 
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interim government, whether it 1s intended to remain in 
place until free elections are held or simply act as a 
stopgap until Charles Taylor and his supporters take 
power for real. 


Meanwhile, the civilian population [words indistinct] 
from both government troops and advancing rebels. 
Reports from yesterday spoke of troops roaming the 
streets, firing sporadically into the air. while several 
thousand people from the Gio and Mano tribes had 
taken refuge in churches and in embasiies, for fear of 
government troop reprisals against them. And there were 
also reports of rebel troops from the outskrits hunting for 
Mandingos and Krahns. In addition to these fears, 
residents also faced the misery of a city with barricaded 
shops, a dusk to dawn curfew, a week without water, and 
sixth day with no power. [end recording] 


1000 Rebels ‘Advancing’ 


ABOS07084690 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 5 Jul 90 


[Text] Nervous soldiers were reported to have said that 
1.000 rebels were advancing on the eastern suburb of 
Congo Town from the Paynesville suburb and firing was 
also heard on the city’s western suburbs. Heavy firing has 
been reported throughout Thursday [as heard] night in 
the west of the city just two miles north of the Monrovia 
Free Port. Soldiers, some of them drunk, yesterday were 
reportedly firing through the air, harassing passers-by for 
money to grab. 


Rebels Say 4,500 Men Ready 


ABOS07130890 Paris AFP in English 1257 GMT 
5 Jul 90 


[Text] Loguatuo, Liberia, July 5 (AFP)—Liberian rebels 
are willing to talk to West African foreign ministers 
gathering in Freetown in a bid to find a political settle- 
ment to Liberia’s civil war, a rebel spokesman said here 
Thursday [5 Jul]. 


However, the National Patriotic Front (NPFL), fighting 
since December to oust President Samuel Doe, still 
wants him to resign before any agreement can be 
reached, added the spokesman at this small place close to 
the border with Ivory Coast. 


A rebel source also told reporters that the NPFL had 
more than 4,500 men prepared for the final assault on 
Monrovia, where Mr. Doe on Wednesday had talks with 
the U.S. ambassador who has offered help to get him out 
of the country. 


Nigeria 


Foreign Ministry Team Leaves for Freetown Talks 
ABOS07112690 Paris AFP in English 1108 GMT 
5 Jul 90 


[Text] Lagos. July 5 (AFP)—A Nigerian Foreign Min- 
istry team left here Thursday [5 Jul] for Freetown, Sierra 
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Leone, where delegates from six West African countries 
were later in the day to discuss means of ending Liberia's 
civil war, an official source said. 


The meeting, held under the aegis of the 16-nation 
Economic Community of West African States (ECO- 
WAS), comes as Liberian President Samuel Doe was still 
apparently considering resignation. Rebels who have 
surrounded and cut off the Liberian capital have not 
accepted his terms. 


The Nigerian delegation, led by Foreign Ministry direc- 
tor-general Judith Attah, will meet ministers from the 
Gambia, Mali and Togo (all members of the ECOWAS 
standing mediation committee), and from Sierra Leone 
and Guinea, which are sheltering thousands of Liberian 
refugees, the source here said. 


More than 5,000 people have died since Liberian former 
civil servant Charles Taylor last December launched his 
bid to oust Mr. Doe, who Wednesday had talks with the 
ambassador of the United States. Washington has 
offered to help him leave the country. 


Commentary on U.S. Position on Palestinians 


ABO0207193590 Lagos International Service in English 
1030 GMT 29 Jun 90 


[Commentary by Tundje Huseyni] 


[Text] The United States has the capacity for guod or ill 
in the Israeli-Arab conflict. It can obtain the good if it 
operates in an even-handed manner consistent with the 
proposition as an arbiter, who realizes that only give and 
take can in the end briny peace to that region that has so 
far needed it. That peace will elude the United States and 
other actors in the conflict, as long as they are impressed 
only with the case of one party and as long as they choose 
to casi their loi with only one side, whatever the merit of 
the other. That the United States is a friend to Israel is 
not in doubt. That friendship has been demonstrated 
over the years, mainly by the quantum of aid that 
America gives to the country and the psychological 
succor it has also extended. 


It is not for nothing that the Israeli lobby in the United 
States is credited with the level of [words indistinct] several 
American Administrations have found impossible to resist. 
Were the United States to begin seriously to reconsider its 
position in the light of Israeli activities against Palestinians, 
a possible repercussion of such a move will be enough to 
cause a political earthquake in Washington. Yet, the United 
States cannot hope for durable peace in the region, if it is 
always siding with one party. 


This brings to mind the most recent decision of the 
United States on the Israeli-Arab conflict. The United 
States found it fit to suspend its talks with the Palestine 
Liberation Organization [PLO] because of an attempted 
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raid on Israeli beaches. To America, the attempted raid 
was proof that the PLO supported the use of violence 
since, according to the United States, the PLO did not 
unequivocally condemn the action that was to take place, 
even if it did not really happen. It is to be noted that the 
PLO did say that it did not support action aimed at 
civilians. Thus, the United States will only be satisfied 
by a PLO declaration that said what the United States 
wanted to be said, that condemned the act that did not 
actually take place, and that punished the men they 
believed to be behind the intended act. 


The fair-minded person, interested in development in 
the area, would want to imagine what the United States 
could have done were the shoe on the other's foot. Such 
a person will remember the myriad occasions on which 
the United States had used its UN Security Council veto 
in support of Israeli action. He will wonder where the 
United States has been these many months of Israeli 
atrocities against the Palestinians. He will want to know 
whether the uprising, into which the Palestinians have 
been forced, had elicited any understanding from Wash- 
ington. He will wonder whether the settlement of Soviet 
Jews in the disputed territory is not to be seen as an act 
of provocation to which the Palestinians could not just 
[word indistinct]. 


The United States was itself founded on the concept of 
self-determination and a burning desire not to give up its 
perceived rights. Many have not ceased to wonder why 
the Palestinian position has for long drawn cool appre- 
ciation and sometimes strong condemnation from 
America. Under Carter of course, there was Camp 
David, which before no other thing. at least represented 
official admisssion that there were indeed two sides to 
the conflict. Since then, American reactions to develop- 
ments in the area have suggested a lapse into one- 
sidedness. The United States’ insistence on nonpartici- 
pation of the PLO in some intergovernmental 
organizations is one example. The PLO took a big step 
toward accomodation when it recognized Israel. What 
the organization requires as a quid pro quo is the 
recognition, in turn, of its own right to be treated as a 
state in a clearly defined territory. The series of calls for 
an international conference to thrash out issues deserve 
to be taken as a vital step toward attaining peace in the 
region. Such a conference cannot now be held, unless and 
until the United States persuades Israel that such a step 
can contribute to eventual peace. This even means, (?to 
save) U.S. credibility as a broker and a power, that it 
should be seen to marry its national interests with the 
attainment of international peace. 


Right now, Arab interests in the conflict are perceived as 
if less important and this is an issue which has demon- 
strated its capacity for repercussion beyond the imme- 
diate region of contention. They would have served 
American and internal interests better that the United 
States recognizes and act in consonance with the need for 
balance in a conflict which such potentials for good or ill. 
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